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Study Limitations  

 

This is the first time that the Metropolitan Denver Homeless Initiative attempted to conduct a homeless 

point in time study using data collected and entered into the Colorado Homeless Management 

Information System.  A Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) is a computerized data 

collection tool used by providers in communities to collect ongoing data on persons who are homeless 

or receive assistance from the community.  Several challenges were discovered during the data 

analysis process that limit the ability to compare results to previous studies and raises some questions 

as to accuracy of certain findings as outlined below.   

 

Two different methods were utilized to collect the data that were entered into the HMIS system 

resulting in some inconsistencies on how certain variables could be analyzed and reported.   

 

 Participating HMIS agencies entered information directly into the HMIS system on their clients 

upon intake into their programs.  

 Non-participating and some participating HMIS agencies collected information on persons seen 

on the count day on revised HMIS intake forms that did not include the full scope of 

information that is collected upon intake. Data were then entered into the HMIS system by 

temporary data entry clerks. 

 

The issues and challenges associated with those methods are outlined below:  

 

Issue:  Participating HMIS agencies collect and enter information about the persons they serve on a 

daily basis.  Persons who are currently participating in programs are marked as ñactiveò in the system.  

Participating agencies ñexitò individuals and family members when they leave the program or receive a 

one-time service.  Only homeless persons who were marked as active in the system were included in 

the data exported for data analysis.   

Challenge:  It is possible that some HMIS participating agencies may not have exited all homeless 

persons who were no longer participating in their program, resulting in a potential over count of 

persons considered homeless on January 27, 2009.  For example, the total number of persons counted 

as residing in emergency shelter in the City and County of Denver exceeds the total number of beds 

available.  Even taking into consideration the cold weather that night, the use of overflow beds, and the 

opening of an additional emergency overflow shelter, the total count of persons residing in emergency 

shelters in Denver on the night prior to the survey appears to be high.  

Additional Challenge:  Data collected upon intake on individuals and families currently residing in 

transitional housing were collected on the initial intake date, resulting in some of the information being 

out of date.  Contributing factors to homeless situation, disability status, and the number of times 

persons reported having experienced homelessness related to their situation at the time of intake and 

not to their situation on the day of the count.  In addition, data for persons residing in longer term 

emergency shelter programs and in transitional housing was modified to reflect where they actually 

spent the night prior to the count day, rather than where they reported spending last night upon their 

initial intake.  

 

Issue:   Data collected by HMIS participating agencies and entered directly into the HMIS system is 

collected on all persons in the family.  
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Challenge:  Some of the questions on the revised intake form only related to the person completing the 

form and/or adults in families and some of the questions related to all persons included within a family 

unit.  This resulted in the inability to comprehensively analyze the responses to some of the questions 

for all persons in the family and some of the results are only reported on the head of family 

households, adults in families and single individuals.   

 

Issue:  Previous homeless point in time surveys only collected and reported data on the primary 

respondent, limiting the ability to comprehensively report some demographic information on other 

family members. 

Challenge:  Previous surveys not using HMIS reported contributing factors to homelessness for only 

the head of family households and single individuals.  In the HMIS system, contributing factors to the 

homeless situation automatically cascades to all persons in a family.  While infrequent, it is possible 

that the information that cascades from head of family households to all family members is not 

accurate for all family members.  For example, a head of household may have reported spending last 

night in jail as a reason contributing to homelessness, but other family members may have spent last 

night in an emergency shelter. Conversely, it could be assumed that the circumstances of the head of 

households impact the family unit. 

 

Issue:  Disability status was determined based upon whether or not adults and unaccompanied youth 

responded, ñyesò to (Do you have a disabling condition?) at the beginning of the survey form An 

additional multiple response question later in the survey asked respondents to indicate types of 

disabling conditions.   

Challenge:  Participating HMIS agencies often collect disability status on all members of the family, 

regardless of age while the revised intake form only collected disability status on adults.  Therefore, 

disability status is only reported on adults and unaccompanied youth.     

Additional Challenge:  Not everyone who reported having a disabling condition indicated a type(s) of 

disabling condition.   In addition, a total of 1,503 head of households and single individuals indicated 

having a type of condition, but did not report that they were disabled.  A total of 84% of the persons 

who indicated that they had a type of condition, but did not report being disabled, were persons who 

reported having problems with alcohol or drugs or physical disabilities.  Persons were only counted as 

disabled, if they responded ñYesò to (Do You Have a Disabling Condition?). Many individuals with 

substance abuse issues or temporary physical disabilities may not meet the federal definition of 

disabled and may not consider themselves disabled.  Conversely, many of the respondents who 

indicated a type of condition but who did not indicate having a disability, may in fact be disabled.  

 

Additional Challenge:  Previous surveys requested that respondents indicate types of disabling 

conditions, but did not specifically ask if they were disabled.    Persons were assumed to have a 

disabling condition if they reported having a type of disabling condition.  Disability comparisons to 

previous surveys are not possible due to the change in methodology. 

 

Issue:  One criterion for determining if a homeless person is chronically homeless is based upon 

disability status.   

Challenge:   There were a total of 1,088 single individuals who did not indicate that they were 

disabled, but did report a type of condition. A total of 342 additional single individuals would have met 

the chronic homeless definition, if those persons were considered disabled. 
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Methodology 

 

Overview & Change in Methodology 

One hundred and fifteen agencies, covering 235 different programs within the seven-county Denver 

metropolitan area, collected information for the 2009 Homeless Point in Time Survey.  Information 

about clients served by participating agencies was collected on Tuesday, January 27, 2009.  Paper 

survey information was reviewed and entered into the Colorado Homeless Management Information 

System.  In the past, homeless point-in-time counts were conducted by collecting paper surveys from 

homeless persons.  These data were then entered into an electronic data set and subsequently analyzed 

using SPSS, a statistical software package.  In 2009, two different methods were utilized to collect the 

data that were entered into the HMIS system.  Participating HMIS agencies entered information 

directly into the HMIS system on their clients upon intake into their programs. Non-participating and 

some participating HMIS agencies collected information on persons seen on the count day on revised 

HMIS intake forms that did not include the full scope of information that is collected upon traditional 

HMIS intake. Data collected on paper forms were then entered into the HMIS system by temporary 

data entry clerks. Existing and newly collected information about homeless individuals and families 

was then exported from the Homeless Management Information System database into SPSS for 

analysis.  This is a significant shift in survey methodology from previous Point in Time surveys.  Thus, 

comparisons between the 2009 results with previous survey results are limited.   

 

Primary changes in methodology include: 

1. Participating agencies enter data directly into the HMIS system upon intake and exit, rather 

than having the data collected on a single day on paper forms and entered into an electronic 

data set by temporary data entry workers.  Data entered directly into the HMIS system by 

participating agencies for persons residing in 30-120 day emergency shelter programs and in 2-

year transitional housing programs may have been entered prior to the count date.  However, all 

persons still residing in those programs would be captured by the HMIS system. Data collected 

in HMIS is monitored on a monthly basis to ensure that it is comprehensive and accurate 

leading to more precise counts and with less missing information. 

2. HMIS intake questionnaires and corresponding Point-in-Time Survey forms have been 

standardized to meet HMIS data standards resulting in some changes to questions that had been 

asked on previous survey forms. 

3. The HMIS system traditionally collects data on every person in the household.  Previous 

surveys collected minimal information about children and other family members in a 

household, limiting the ability to get comprehensive demographic information about family 

members.  It should be noted that data collected on paper forms on the day of the 2009 count 

collected demographic information for all members of the family, but did not collect 

information from all family members for every question solicited on the survey.   

4. The HMIS system collects personally identifying information from every person entered into 

the system.  Collected identifying information includes full name, social security number, 

gender, and data of birth.  An algorithym is then applied to the personal information to create a 

unique identifying PIN (Z-WNPP-SUGE-SNQFQ).  This PIN allows for more accurate de-

duplication of the data and a more accurate count. 

 

In addition, federal law prohibits domestic violence shelters from entering information into HMIS 

systems.  In response, an EXCEL Spreadsheet was created so that Domestic Violence Shelters could 

report aggregate information on clients served on January 27, 2009 using the same data fields 

contained within the HMIS system. 
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This study was completed on the streets, in emergency shelters, transitional housing projects, food 

lines, day shelters, treatment programs, area hospitals, and work programs.  Persons were counted as 

homeless who lacked a permanent place of their own to live.  This includes persons who were staying 

on the streets, in emergency shelters, in transitional living facilities or were using services for the 

indigent, living in hotels or motels, or were staying temporarily with family or friends and identified 

themselves as being homeless and were therefore requesting emergency shelter and services.   

 

Point-in-Time Data Collection Information  

While HMIS collects information over time on persons who are homeless, it is possible to export data 

based upon persons who are considered homeless at a specific point in time.  Data was exported for 

this survey for persons who were identified as homeless on January 27, 2009. Exporting data is a 

process where data that is collected in one system is copied and moved into another software program 

so that it can be analyzed.  Homeless persons completed survey forms with the assistance of staff and 

volunteers at homeless provider facilities. Final data analysis was performed by using a statistical 

software program called SPSS.  Data analysis for homeless characteristics, demographics and other 

statistics are based solely upon respondents who completed either an HMIS intake form or the Point-

in-Time survey form and indicated through their responses that they were homeless.  The study 

provides counts of both sheltered and unsheltered homeless persons.  Sheltered persons are persons 

who were staying in shelters, transitional housing programs or other places fit for human habitation.  

Unsheltered persons are persons who identified that they spent the night prior to the survey on the 

streets or other outside locations. 

 

Data Entry Process  

The majority of HMIS data were entered primarily by each HMIS-participating agency.  A total of 154 

programs who were either not currently using HMIS or who wanted assistance with data entry, chose 

to participate in the Point-in-Time count by collecting information from homeless persons seen by the 

program on January 27, 2009 on standard HMIS intake forms.  Trained temporary data entry workers 

then entered the data collected on paper forms into HMIS.  Over 5,000 paper forms were collected.  

All forms collected on January 27, 2009 that were entered into the HMIS system were reviewed by 

HMIS staff and separated into three classifications: 

 Homeless 

 Not Homeless 

 Not enough information to determine homeless status 

Forms that were incomplete and forms that clearly indicated that the person surveyed was not 

homeless were not entered into the system.  A total of 977 forms were not entered because the person 

or family surveyed was not homeless.  An additional 222 forms were not entered because the form was 

either not legible or there was not enough information recorded to determine homeless status.  A total 

of 3,597 forms were determined to meet the homeless definition and were entered by the temporary 

data entry workers. 

 

Process and Methods for Collecting Point in Time Data  

In order to gain an accurate enumeration of the number of homeless persons in the Denver 

metropolitan area, comprehensive demographic information was collected upon intake by agencies that 

serve the homeless throughout the seven counties and then entered into the HMIS system either by 

each agency or by the temporary data entry workers.  Participating agencies included emergency 

shelters, day shelters, transitional housing facilities, soup kitchens, county departments of human 

services, workforce development programs, day labor programs, outreach programs, head start 

agencies, faith based organizations, mental health centers, food banks, and health care clinics.  In 
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addition, outreach teams conducted surveys with persons sleeping on the streets and other public 

places. 

 

HMIS staff from the Colorado Department of Human Services and members of the MDHI Research 

Committee spent six months preparing homeless agencies in the Denver metropolitan area by training 

new agencies and working to ensure that all participating agencies had the capacity and ability to enter 

comprehensive and complete information on all clients being served.   

 

Finally, while the results of this study provide a good estimate of the number of homeless persons 

within the Denver metropolitan area on January 27, 2009, it should be noted that only homeless 

persons receiving and requesting assistance from participating agencies, or those found through 

outreach efforts were entered into the system and counted.  It is unlikely every homeless person in the 

metro area on that particular day was counted.  Because it was very cold on Monday, January 26 and 

Tuesday, January 27, with temperatures ranging from a low of 3 F to 12  F, outreach workers found it 

difficult to contact homeless persons.   

     

Families and/or individuals not requesting assistance and who were not found through outreach efforts 

were not counted.  This is a point in time census count and formulas were not utilized to estimate the 

number of persons not counted due to this factor. 

 

Reasons Chosen for This Method 

One primary reason for conducting this homeless point in time survey was to determine whether or not 

HMIS could be a viable instrument used to gather demographic and statistical information about 

homeless persons in the Denver metropolitan area.  In addition, the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development requires that communities interested in receiving federal homeless assistance 

conduct annual point in time surveys.     

 

Defining the Homeless 

Guidelines and requirements established by the federal government were used to conduct an 

enumeration of the homeless population.  The federal definition of homelessness includes homeless 

persons with emergency housing and service needs and homeless persons who are receiving 

transitional housing and services.  Persons residing in transitional housing were not counted as needing 

emergency services.  Also included as homeless were persons who lacked a permanent place to live, 

who were accessing services for the indigent, who were living in hotels or motels, or who were staying 

temporarily with family or friends.  In this group, persons who reported they were staying or living 

with family and friends were counted as homeless if they identified themselves as being homeless and 

were therefore requesting emergency shelter and services.  Persons who reported they had a current 

permanent place to live were not counted as homeless.   

 

Homeless Client Categories 

The definitions of population types analyzed for this survey are as follows: 

Homeless Families - Includes families with children under the age of 18, youth with children, and 

couples without children.   

Single Individuals - Overall count includes unaccompanied single men and women.   

Homeless Youth - Overall count includes unaccompanied single youth ages 12 to 24.   

Youth Headed Families ï Includes youth with children between the ages of 16 and 24. 

Chronically Homeless - Chronic homelessness refers to an unaccompanied homeless individual with a 

disabling condition who has either been continuously homeless for a year or more OR has had at least 

four (4) episodes of homelessness in the past three (3) years.  To be considered chronically homeless, 
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persons must have been sleeping in a place not meant for human habitation (e.g., living on the streets) 

and/or in an emergency shelter during that time. 

 

De-Duplication 

A unique identifier or PIN is automatically generated in the HMIS system for every person entered.  

The unique identifier (PIN) is created through an algorithym based upon the individuals first name, 

middle name, last name, date of birth, gender, and social security number.  Each PIN is assigned a 

validity rating based upon the number of elements entered and available to generate the unique 

identifier.  95.9% of individuals entered had a PIN rating of 75% or better, which simplifies the 

process of identifying duplicates through use of a PIN.  In addition, each household is assigned a 

household ID.  An initial de-duplication was conducted by merging duplicates within agencies.  A 

second de-duplication process was conducted in SPSS by identifying duplicate PINs across agencies 

and manually deleting records that were duplicated.  The most comprehensive record in each duplicate 

case was kept.  Occasionally there were persons who were entered as individuals by one agency and 

also entered as a family member by other agencies.  In those instances, the individual record was 

deleted and the person was counted as a family member. 

 

Frequencies ï Number of Total Duplicates Cleaned from Final Data Set 

A total of 881 duplicates were deleted from the aggregate database, totaling about 8% of all persons 

originally counted. 

 
 Indicator of each first matching case as Primary 
 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent 
Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Duplicate Case 881 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

Removing Not Homeless, Not Interested and Insufficient Information 
1,199 surveys were not entered into the system after the initial paper review showed that they were 

either not homeless or there wasnôt enough information available on the survey to determine homeless 

status.  An additional, 1,125 persons were deleted from the data set for insufficient information, a 

determination that they were not homeless, or because the respondent did not complete the homeless 

intake section on the form, resulting in the ability to make a determination of homeless status.   

 
 Homeless Status 
 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent 
Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Insufficient Information 29 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 
 Homeless Status 
 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent 
Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid No Homeless Intake 112 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 
 Homeless Status 
 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent 
Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not Homeless 984 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Determining Homeless Status 

Homeless status was determined by running checks and cross tabs on the respondents answer to the 

following data fields: 

 

Are you homeless:   

Response of Yes 

 

Where Did You Stay Last Night AND Where Did you Stay Before Your Most Recent Location: 

 

Automatic Homeless Qualifying Responses: 

 Bus 

 Camping 

 Car/Vehicle 

 Emergency Shelter 

 Hotel/Motel Paid For With A Voucher 

 Migrant Shelter 

 On the Street, Under a Bridge, Etc. 

 Transitional Housing for Homeless Persons 

 Transportation Site/Station 

 

Not Homeless Qualifiers if, - Are You Homeless Response is No: 

 Apartment Or House That You Own Or Rent 

 Permanent Housing For Homeless Persons 

 

Additional cross tab checks are run on the following data fields: 

 

Total Number of Times Homeless (including this time, choose one): 

A response of 1 or more times in combination with Where Spent Last Night or Most Recent Location.  

 

Not Homeless Qualifiers if, - Are You Homeless Response is No: 

 Not Applicable 

 

How Long Have You Been Homeless This Time: 

Any response other than Donôt Know, Refused or Not Applicable indicating a time frame in 

combination with response to Where Spent Last Night or Most Recent Location.   

 

Not Homeless Qualifiers if, - Are You Homeless Response is No: 

 Not Applicable 

 

Reasons or Contributing Factors to Homeless Situation: 

Any response in combination with other cross tabs. 

 

Not Homeless Qualifiers if, - Are You Homeless Response is No: 

 Doesnôt apply to me 

 

Determining Chronically Homeless Status: 

The following criteria were utilized to meet the federal definition of chronic homelessness: 

  

 The person must be an unaccompanied individual; 
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 The person must have a disabling condition;  

 The person must have been either continuously homeless for a year or more OR has experienced at 

least four episodes of homelessness in the past three years. 

 The person must be either living in an emergency shelter or sleeping in a place not meant for 

human habitation.  
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Key Findings 
 

This study provides an illustration of the 

people experiencing homelessness in the 

seven-county Denver metropolitan area 

on a single day and evening on January 

27, 2009.  The findings reported are based 

on demographic and descriptive 

information entered into the Colorado 

Homeless Management Information 

System (HMIS).   

  

 

A total of 11,061 persons in the seven-county Denver metropolitan area were counted as 

homeless on Tuesday, January 27, 2009. 

 

 

 

Total Number of Persons Counted 

 # of Persons Percent 

Single Individuals 5916 53.5 

Persons in Families - includes families with children and 

couples without children 
5145 46.5 

Total 11061 100.0 

 

 

 

× There were 1,643 family households 

counted.  Single parent households 

comprised almost 75% of the family 

households surveyed. 

 

 

× Children and teens under the age of 

18 totaled 2,965 persons and 

comprised 26.8% of all persons 

counted. 
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Population Types 

 
The following table provides a further breakdown of population types. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

× Single adult individuals comprised almost 47% of persons counted. 

 

× Single youth not in families totaled 6.5% of all persons counted. A total of 

723 homeless youth not in families were counted with just over 50% of 

youth on their own spending the evening in shelters or on the streets.  

 

× Adults in families comprised 16% of persons counted.  This included parents, 

grandparents, adult children, and extended family members. Couples without children 

were counted in this category, as well.  

 

× A total of 412 youth headed families between the ages of 16 and 24 were 

counted. 

 

× Of the 11,061 homeless people counted, 2,941 were children under the age of eighteen 

living in families.   

Persons Counted by Population Type 

Population Types 
Total Persons 

Counted Percent 

Single Adult Individuals 
(25 and older) 5193 46.95 

Single Youth On Their Own 
(13 to 24) 723 6.54 

Adults in Families (Non Youth Headed 
Families) 
(18 and older) 1792 16.20 

Youth Headed Families 
(16 ï 24) 412 3.72 

Children in Families 
(Under 18) 2941 26.59 

 
Total 11061 100.00 
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Gender All Persons Counted 

 
Of the 11,041 people who answered this question, 58.2% were male. 

 

Gender ï All Persons Counted 

 
Gender All Persons 

Counted Frequency Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Male 6425 58.2 58.2 

Female 4612 41.8 100.0 

Don't Know 4 .0 100.0 

Total 11041 100.0  

Missing 
20   

Total 11061   

 

Race All Persons 
 

Black/African Americans and American Indian/Alaska Natives are disproportionately 

represented among persons who are homeless in the Denver metropolitan area.  

According to the U.S. Census Bureau Black persons comprised just over 11% of the 

population in comparison to 27% of the homeless population.  In addition, American 

Indians and Alaska Native persons comprised only 1.3% of the general population in 

comparison to 8.5% of the homeless population. 

 

Race 

 
Race 

Frequency Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

White 6553 61.5 61.5 

Black or African American 2875 27.0 88.5 

American Indian or Alaska Native 905 8.5 97.0 

Multi-Racial 183 1.7 98.8 

Asian 97 .9 99.7 

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 35 .3 100.0 

Total 10648 100.0  

Missing System 413   

Total 11061   
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Ethnicity All Persons 

 
The homeless Hispanic population compares similarly (30.7%) with the Hispanic population for 

the Denver metropolitan area.  According to the U.S. Census Bureau persons of Hispanic or 

Latino origin comprised 31.7% of the Denver metropolitan area population. 

  

Ethnicity 

 

Frequency Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Not Hispanic 7575 69.3 69.3 

Hispanic 3355 30.7 100.0 

Total 10930 100.0  

Missing 
131   

Total 11061   

 

Factors Contributing to Homelessness 

Head of Family Households and Single Individuals 
Unemployment and housing costs are top contributing factors to homelessness. 

× Losing a job (34.7%) was the most frequent contributing factor respondents reported to 

their homeless situation.  

 

× Inability to pay rent or mortgage (31.2%) was the second most frequent contributing factor 

respondents reported to their homeless situation.   

 

× Sixty families indicated that they became homeless as a result of foreclosure. 

 

× Single individuals were more likely than head of family households to report substance 

abuse (35.4%) and mental illness (19.2%) as significant contributing factors to their 

homeless situation. 

 

Respondents were asked to choose reasons or contributing factors to their homeless situation.  

Respondents could choose as many contributing factors as applied to their situation; therefore the 

total percent of respondents will be greater than 100%.   The following table is based on 

responses from the head of family households and single individuals only.   
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Reasons/Contributing Factors to Homelessness  

 
 

Contributing Factors 

Responses 

N 

Percent of 

Respondents 

Lost Job 2327 34.7% 

Rent or Mortgage 2093 31.2% 

Alcohol/Substance Abuse 1978 29.5% 

Family Problems 1278 19.1% 

Mental Illness 1089 16.2% 

Asked to Leave 816 12.2% 

Illness 701 10.5% 

Domestic Violence 664 9.9% 

Discharged from Jail 535 8.0% 

Legal 534 8.0% 

Bad Credit 527 7.9% 

Discharged from Prison 501 7.5% 

Utilities 503 7.5% 

Moved to Work 457 6.8% 

Medical Expenses 389 5.8% 

Problems with Public Benefits 361 5.4% 

Discharge from Foster Care 81 1.2% 

Sexual Orientation 53 .8% 

Unable to Obtain ID 50 .7% 

Foreclosure 26 .4% 

Death in Family 26 .4% 

Child Care Expenses 12 .2% 

Hurricane 11 .2% 

Refugee 14 .2% 

Bed Bugs 6 .1% 

Total 15032 224.1% 
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First Time Homeless 
 

First time homeless individuals and families are those persons who answered "1 Time" in 

response to the question, "How many times have you been homeless (including this time)?", 

indicating that this was the first episode of homelessness experienced by that person. 

 

× In 2009, the number of persons reporting homelessness for the first time was 4,924 

persons out of 11,061, or 44.5%. 

 

× Of the 4,924 persons reporting homelessness for the first time, 2,797 (56.8%) had been 

homeless less than three months. 

 

× Inability to pay rent or mortgage (37.7%), losing a job (32.5%), and relationship 

problems/family break-up (22.1%) were the most frequent contributing factors first time 

homeless reported.  Respondents could choose as many contributing factors as applied to 

their situation; therefore the total percent of respondents will be greater than 100%.    

 

 

Newly Homeless 
A newly homeless individual is defined as a person who became homeless on the day of the 

Point-In-Time survey.   

 

× A total of 101 persons reported being newly homeless on the day of the count, having 

spent the previous night in their own home.  

 

× Primary contributing factors to a newly homeless situation included the inability to pay 

rent or mortgage (31.7%) and the loss of a job (23%).  

 

Persons Who Are Homeless Experience High Rates of Disability 
 

 

 

× A significant 

number of 

head of 

families and 

single 

individual 

respondents 

indicated that 

they had a 

disabling 

condition 

(41%). 

 

 

× Substance abuse at (32%) and mental illness at (28%) are the most frequently reported 

type of disability by single individuals and heads of families. 

Reported Disabling Condition 

 Head of Family Households and Single Individuals 

 
Do You Have a Disabling 

Condition? Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

No 4161 55.0 55.6 55.6 

Yes 3108 41.1 41.5 97.1 

Don't Know 162 2.1 2.2 99.3 

Refused 54 .7 .7 100.0 

Total 7485 99.0 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
74 1.0   

Total 7559 100.0   
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× Almost 19% of individuals and heads of families reported a physical disability. 

 

× Over 14% of individuals and heads of families have co-occurring mental illness and 

substance abuse disorders. 

 
Not everyone who reported having a disabling condition indicated a type(s) of disabling 

condition.   In addition, a total of 1,503 head of households and single individuals indicated 

having a type of condition, but did not report that they were disabled.  The following table 

outlines per type of condition the number of persons who indicated a type of condition, but 

reported that they were not disabled.  Persons were only counted as disabled, if they responded 

ñYesò to (Do You Have a Disabling Condition?). 

 

Disabling Condition & Type of Condition Identified 

 
 

Do You Have a 
Disabling 

Condition? 

Types of Condition Identified 

Substance 

Abuse 

Mental 

Illness 

Physical 

Disability 

Developmental 

Disability HIV/AIDS 

Co-

Occurring 

Disorders Total 

Yes 1425 2033 1126 326 71 1018 2838 

No 975 87 286 62 33 60 1503 

Total 2400 2120 1412 388 104 1078 4029 

 

 

Chronic Homelessness 
 

In order to meet the federal definition of chronically homeless the following criteria must be met: 

 The person must be an unaccompanied individual; 

 The person must have a disabling condition;  
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 The person must have been either continuously homeless for a year or more OR has 

experienced at least four episodes of homelessness in the past three years. 

 The person must be either living in an emergency shelter or sleeping in a place not meant for 

human habitation.  
 

The total count of persons who were chronically homeless in the seven-county Denver 

metropolitan area on January 27, 2009 was 497.  The chronic homeless population comprised 

4.5% of the total homeless population and 8.4% of the single individual population. 

 

Chronically Homeless 

 
Count of Persons Chronically Homeless 

Compared to All Persons Counted 
Frequency Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Chronically Homeless Individuals 497 4.5 100.0 100.0 

All Other Persons Counted 10564 95.5 
  

Total 11061 100.0 
  

Chronically Homeless 

 
Count of Persons Chronically Homeless 

Compared to Single Individuals Only 
Frequency Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Chronically Homeless Individuals 497 8.4 100.0 100.0 

Other Homeless Individuals ï Not Chronic 5419 91.6 
  

Total 5916 100.0   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Males comprised almost 76% of the chronically homeless population in 2009. 

 

Gender ï Chronically Homeless Persons 

 
Gender 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Male 374 75.3 75.7 75.7 



xxiii  

 

Female 120 24.1 24.3 100.0 

Total 494 99.4 100.0  

Missing ï No 
Response 3 .6 

  

Total 497 100.0   

 

Note:  There were a total of 1,088 single individuals who did not indicate that they were 

disabled, but did report a type of condition (problems with alcohol or drugs, psychiatric or 

emotional problems,).  A total of 342 additional single individuals would have met the chronic 

homeless definition, if those persons were considered disabled. 
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Veterans Comprised 13% of the Adult Homeless Population 
(Adult population ï persons age 18 or older) 

 

× A total of 986 persons or 

13% of the adult homeless 

population identified 

themselves as having 

served in the United States 

military. 
 933 were single 

individuals; 

 34 were adult 

heads of 

households; and 

 19 were adult 

family members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homeless veterans ranged in age from 20 to 84, with the largest percentage between the ages of 

45 and 54.  The average age of a homeless veteran was 50 and the median age was 51. 

 

Veteran Age Groups 

 
 

Age Group Categories Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

18-24 years 19 1.9 2.0 2.0 

25-34 years 38 3.9 3.9 5.9 

35-44 years 155 15.7 16.0 21.8 

45-54 years 459 46.6 47.3 69.1 

55-64 years 259 26.3 26.7 95.8 

65-74 years 35 3.5 3.6 99.4 

75 and Older 6 .6 .6 100.0 

Total 971 98.5 100.0  

No Response to Age 15 1.5   

Total 986 100.0   
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County Summary Information 
Sixty percent of study participants were staying in Denver on January 27, 2009.  Counties 

outside of the Denver metropolitan area were combined into ñOther Colorado Countyò and other 

states or countries were combined into ñOther State or Country.ò 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following table identifies the location and the county where homeless persons spent the 

night prior to Tuesday, January 27, 2009.  

Where Last Night by County Last Night ï All Persons 

 County Last Night 

 
 

Location Spent Last Night 

Adams Arapahoe Boulder Broomfield Denver Douglas Jefferson 

Other State 

or Country 

Other 

Colorado 

County Total 

Outside Anywhere 156 46 171 8 1146 4 160 6 0 1697 

Emergency Shelter 133 132 309 12 1871 2 68 10 0 2537 

Transitional Housing 460 169 207 31 1825 11 558 0 0 3261 

Hotel or Motel 170 148 108 17 620 8 183 3 2 1259 

Staying with Family or Friends 217 122 198 86 713 17 220 0 3 1576 

Housing Unit You Rent or Own 19 14 17 0 36 2 13 0 0 101 

Treatment Facility (hospital, 

substance abuse, psychiatric) 
30 24 9 0 180 3 4 0 0 250 

Jail, Prison or Juvenile Detention 14 18 29 3 172 0 30 0 1 267 

Other 6 3 2 0 96 0 6 0 0 113 

Total 1205 676 1050 157 6659 47 1242 19 6 11061 

Where did you stay last night? By County 

 
County Last Night 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Denver 6659 60.2 60.2 60.2 

Jefferson 1242 11.2 11.2 71.4 

Adams 1205 10.9 10.9 82.3 

Boulder 1050 9.5 9.5 91.8 

Arapahoe 676 6.1 6.1 97.9 

Broomfield 157 1.4 1.4 99.3 

Douglas 47 .4 .4 99.8 

Other State or Country 19 .2 .2 99.9 

Other Colorado County 6 .1 .1 100.0 

Total 11061 100.0 100.0  
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The following table identifies the county where homeless persons spent last night and the county 

of their last permanent residence.   

 

Last Permanent County & County Last Night Cross-Tabulation 

 County Last Night 

 
 

Last Permanent 
County 

Adams Arapahoe Boulder Broomfield Denver Douglas Jefferson 

Other State  

or Country 

Other 

Colorado 

County Total 

Adams 455 10 11 10 245 0 51 0 0 782 

Arapahoe 171 313 6 2 677 12 149 0 0 1330 

Boulder 3 7 752 1 34 0 7 0 0 804 

Broomfield 0 0 7 117 11 0 1 0 0 136 

Denver 386 235 64 9 2588 0 218 0 1 3501 

Douglas 1 2 1 0 29 19 4 0 0 56 

Jefferson 56 24 23 0 327 2 676 0 0 1108 

Other State or Country 105 49 117 9 809 4 97 17 0 1207 

Other Colorado County 26 35 46 7 257 9 26 0 2 408 

Total 1203 675 1027 155 4977 46 1229 17 3 9332 
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I. SURVEY FINDINGS - ALL PERSONS 

This section presents overall survey findings for all persons counted.  This includes single 

unaccompanied individuals and all persons in families.  Families are defined as families with 

children, youth with children, and couples without children. Section I also provides some 

comparisons between single unaccompanied individuals and persons in families. 

  

A. TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS 

On January 27, 2009 the total number of persons identified as homeless was 11,061.  This 

included 5,916 single individuals and 5,145 persons in families.    

   

Total Number of Homeless Persons Counted 

 
Individuals & Persons in Families # Of Persons Percent 

Single Individuals 5916 53.5 

Persons in Families - includes families with 

children and couples without children 
5145 46.5 

                                 Total Number of Persons 11061 100.0 
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B.  FAMILY H OUSEHOLD SITUATION  
The household situation is defined by whether or not there is more than one person in the family.   

A household identification number is assigned to each primary individual in the household.  All 

family members are linked by that household identification number to the primary person who is 

identified as the head of household.  Single individuals are identified by the lack of additional 

persons assigned or linked to the primary individual.  

 

1. Total Family Households and Individuals 

The table below shows that there were a total of 5,916 single individuals not in families counted.  

There were a total of 1,578 households with children and an additional 65 couples without 

children identified. 

        

Individuals and Total # of Families 

 
Household Compositions 

Frequency Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Single Individuals 5916 78.3 78.3 

Total # of Households with Children 1578 20.9 99.1 

Couples without Children 65 .9 100.0 

Total 7559 100.0  

 

2.  Household Member Types 

The table below compares the percentage of persons counted by single individual, persons in 

families that are not the head of household, and total number of heads of households or total 

number of families.  

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

Household Member Type 

 
# % 

Single Individual 5916 53.5 

Family Members (does not include head of household) 3502 31.7 

Head of Household (Total number of family households) 1643 14.9 

Total 11061 100.0 
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3. Family Household Composition  

A breakdown and comparison of the types of families that encounter homelessness is important 

in understanding what characteristics families that experience homelessness often have in 

common.   The following table identifies household type by identifying total frequency and 

percentage of different types of family compositions. The category ñOther Family Typeò 

represents families with extended family members. 

  

Household Composition 

 
Household Type 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Single Individuals 5916 53.5 53.5 53.5 

Family Members not Head of 

Family 
3502 31.7 31.7 85.1 

Single Parent with Children 1233 11.1 11.1 96.3 

Two Parents with Children 318 2.9 2.9 99.2 

Couples without Children 65 .6 .6 99.8 

Other Family Type 19 .2 .2 99.9 

Grandparent with Grandkids 8 .1 .1 100.0 

Total 11061 100.0 100.0  
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C. GENDER 

 

1. Gender All Persons Counted 

Males comprised 58% of the total homeless population counted.   

 

 
Gender All Persons Counted 

 
Gender 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Male 6425 58.1 58.2 58.2 

Female 4612 41.7 41.8 100.0 

Don't Know 4 .0 .0 100.0 

Total 11041 99.8 100.0  

Missing 
20 .2   

Total 11061 100.0   
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2. Gender Comparison Persons in Families and Single Individuals 

The majority of single individuals at 67% are male.  Homeless families tend to be headed by 

females resulting in a higher percentage at 65% for females in comparison to males in family 

households. 

 

Family and Single Individuals by Gender  

 
Population Type 

Count of Persons 
by Population Type Gender 

% of Persons within 
Gender Don't Know Female Male Total 

Persons in Families Count 4 3006 2123 5133 

% within Gender 100.0% 65.2% 33.0% 46.5% 

Single Individual Count 0 1606 4302 5908 

% within Gender .0% 34.8% 67.0% 53.5% 

Total Count 4 4612 6425 11041 

% within Gender 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D. AGE ALL PERSONS 

 

1. Age Group Comparison All Persons 

The average age of a homeless person in the Denver metropolitan area in January 2009 was 31; 

the median age was 33.  Children between the ages of 0 and 17 comprised 27% of the total 

homeless population.  Persons age 55 and older comprised just over 9% of the homeless 

population.   
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Age Groups - All Homeless Persons 

 
 

Age Categories Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

0-5 years 1402 12.7 12.9 12.9 

6-12 years 1044 9.4 9.6 22.5 

13-17 years 519 4.7 4.8 27.2 

18-24 years 1288 11.6 11.8 39.1 

25-34 years 1456 13.2 13.4 52.4 

35-44 years 1863 16.8 17.1 69.5 

45-54 years 2290 20.7 21.0 90.6 

55-64 years 888 8.0 8.2 98.7 

65-74 years 114 1.0 1.0 99.8 

75 and Older 26 .2 .2 100.0 

Total 10890 98.5 100.0  

Missing System 171 1.5   

Total 11061 100.0   
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2. Age Groups by Persons in Families or Single Individuals 

The following table compares age based upon household type.  Single individuals tended to 

be older than adults in families.    

       

Age Groups by Family Members or Single Individuals  

 
 
 
 

Age Categories 

 
Total Count in Age 

Group 

Household Type 

Persons in 

Families Single Individual Total 
% of Household Type 

within Age 

0-5 years Count 1402 0 1402 

% within Age Groups 100.0% .0% 100.0% 

6-12 years Count 1044 0 1044 

% within Age Groups 100.0% .0% 100.0% 

13-17 years Count 472 47 519 

% within Age Groups 90.9% 9.1% 100.0% 

18-24 years Count 612 676 1288 

% within Age Groups 47.5% 52.5% 100.0% 

25-34 years Count 716 740 1456 

% within Age Groups 49.2% 50.8% 100.0% 

35-44 years Count 532 1331 1863 

% within Age Groups 28.6% 71.4% 100.0% 

45-54 years Count 254 2036 2290 

% within Age Groups 11.1% 88.9% 100.0% 

55-64 years Count 51 837 888 

% within Age Groups 5.7% 94.3% 100.0% 

65-74 years Count 10 104 114 

% within Age Groups 8.8% 91.2% 100.0% 

75 and Older Count 3 23 26 

% within Age Groups 11.5% 88.5% 100.0% 

Total Count 5096 5794 10890 

% within Age Groups 46.8% 53.2% 100.0% 
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E. GENDER AND AGE GROUPS FOR ALL PERSONS 

The following table compares age and gender for all homeless persons counted.  Between the 

ages of 18 and 34, the percentage of female heads of households resulted in higher percentages 

of females in comparison to males.  Between the ages of 35 and 74, male single individuals 

surpassed the female population.  Gender of persons aged 75 and older were almost equally 

distributed.  

 

Age Groups by Gender  

Cross Tabulation 

 
 

Age Groups 

Count of Persons 
within Age Gender 

% of Gender  
within Age Don't Know Female Male Total 

0-5 years Count 4 676 722 1402 

% within Age .3% 48.2% 51.5% 100.0% 

6-12 years Count 0 499 543 1042 

% within Age .0% 47.9% 52.1% 100.0% 

13-17 years Count 0 270 249 519 

% within Age .0% 52.0% 48.0% 100.0% 

18-24 years Count 0 746 542 1288 

% within Age .0% 57.9% 42.1% 100.0% 
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25-34 years Count 0 806 650 1456 

% within Age .0% 55.4% 44.6% 100.0% 

35-44 years Count 0 716 1144 1860 

% within Age .0% 38.5% 61.5% 100.0% 

45-54 years Count 0 575 1713 2288 

% within Age .0% 25.1% 74.9% 100.0% 

55-64 years Count 0 218 668 886 

% within Age .0% 24.6% 75.4% 100.0% 

65-74 years Count 0 31 83 114 

% within Age .0% 27.2% 72.8% 100.0% 

75 and Older Count 0 14 12 26 

% within Age .0% 53.8% 46.2% 100.0% 

Total Count 4 4551 6326 10881 

% within Age .0% 41.8% 58.1% 100.0% 
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F. RACE AND ETHNICITY ALL PERSONS  
Respondents were asked to identify their racial and ethnic background.   

 

1. Race All Persons 

Black/African Americans and American Indian/Alaska Natives are disproportionately 

represented among persons who are homeless in the Denver metropolitan area.  

According to the U.S. Census Bureau Black persons comprised just over 11% of the 

population in comparison to 27% of the homeless population.  In addition, American 

Indians and Alaska Native persons comprised only 1.3% of the general population in 

comparison to 8.5% of the homeless population.
1
    

 

Race 

 
Race 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

White 6553 59.2 61.5 61.5 

Black or African American 2875 26.0 27.0 88.5 

American Indian or Alaska Native 905 8.2 8.5 97.0 

Multi-Racial 183 1.7 1.7 98.8 

Asian 97 .9 .9 99.7 

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 35 .3 .3 100.0 

Total 10648 96.3 100.0  

Missing System 413 3.7   

Total 11061 100.0   

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 U.S. Census Bureau, ñAmerican Community Survey 2003 Multi-Year Profile, Denver, CO PMSA.ò 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Profiles/Single/2003/ACS/Tabular/385/38500US208220801.htm 
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2. Ethnicity All Persons 

The homeless Hispanic population compares similarly (30.7%) with the Hispanic population for 

the Denver metropolitan area.  According to the U.S. Census Bureau persons of Hispanic or 

Latino origin comprised 31.7% of the Denver metropolitan area population.
2
 

  

Ethnicity 

 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Not Hispanic 7575 68.5 69.3 69.3 

Hispanic 3355 30.3 30.7 100.0 

Total 10930 98.8 100.0  

Missing 
131 1.2   

Total 11061 100.0   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
2
 U.S. Census Bureau, ñAmerican Community Survey 2003 Multi-Year Profile, Denver, CO PMSA.ò 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Profiles/Single/2003/ACS/Tabular/385/38500US208220801.htm 
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3. Race and Ethnicity 

Race and ethnicity are considered separate categories by the Census Bureau. The category 

"Race" identifies a group of people who are classified together on the basis of common history, 

nationality, or geographic distribution. In contrast, the category "Ethnicity" represents social 

groups with a shared history, sense of identity, geography and cultural roots, which may occur 

despite racial differences.  This information was self-reported by individuals participating in the 

study. Individuals who reported more than one race distinction are considered "multi-racial." 

 

The table below identifies the percent of Hispanic ethnicity within each race.  Total valid 

response was 10,590.  There were a total of 471 missing responses. 

 

Race by Hispanic Ethnicity 

 
Race 

Total Count of Persons 
within Race Hispanic 

% of Ethnicity by Race 
No Yes Total 

White Count 4135 2418 6553 

% within Race 63.1% 36.9% 100.0% 

Black or African American Count 2654 172 2826 

% within Race 93.9% 6.1% 100.0% 

Asian Count 87 10 97 

% within Race 89.7% 10.3% 100.0% 

American Indian or Alaska Native Count 467 431 898 

% within Race 52.0% 48.0% 100.0% 

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific 

Islander 

Count 24 11 35 

% within Race 68.6% 31.4% 100.0% 

 Multi-Racial Count 125 56 181 

% within Race 69.1% 30.9% 100.0% 

Total Count 7492 3098 10590 

% within Race 70.7% 29.3% 100.0% 
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 G.  WHERE ALL HOMELESS PERSONS SPENT THE PREVIOUS NIGHT 

 

1.   Homeless Location of All Persons 

The following table identifies the location homeless persons spent Monday night prior to the 

official day of the count.  Over half of all homeless persons spent the previous night in either 

transitional housing for homeless persons or in an emergency shelter.  The day of the survey and 

night prior to the survey was very cold and snowy.  Because it was very cold on Monday, 

January 26 and Tuesday, January 27, with temperatures ranging from a low of 3 F to 12  F, 

outreach workers found it difficult to contact homeless persons.   

 

An issue for policy planning purposes is the number of persons being discharged from 

institutions (jail, prison, juvenile detention) to homelessness.  On January 27, 2009, 267 persons 

indicated that they had spent last night in one of those institutional locations.   

 

Persons were counted as homeless if they reported that they were temporarily staying with 

family and friends only if their responses to other questions indicated that they had been 

homeless for a period of time and/or had experienced more than one episode of homelessness, 

indicated that they were being evicted within seven days, reported that they usually stayed in 

shelters, on the streets or in motels.   

 

There were a total of 101 newly homeless persons who reported that they spent last night in their 

own home, but due to evictions and inability to pay rent were homeless today. 

 

Where Persons Spent Last Night 

Where Persons Spent  
Last Night 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Transitional Housing 3261 29.5 29.5 29.5 

Emergency Shelter 2537 22.9 22.9 52.4 

Outside Anywhere 1697 15.3 15.3 67.8 

Staying with Family or 

Friends 
1576 14.2 14.2 82.0 

Hotel or Motel 1259 11.4 11.4 93.4 

Jail, Prison or Juvenile 

Detention 
267 2.4 2.4 95.8 

Treatment Facility (hospital, 

substance abuse, 

psychiatric) 

250 2.3 2.3 98.1 

Other 113 1.0 1.0 99.1 

Housing Unit You Rent or 

Own 
101 .9 .9 100.0 

Total 11061 100.0 100.0  
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Where Homeless Persons Spent Last Night 

 

 

Persons who were sleeping outside or other places not fit for human habitation were counted as 

spending the night ñOutside Anywhereò.  The following responses were combined into the 

ñOutside Anywhereò category. 

 
Responses Combined Under (Outside Anywhere) Total Persons 

Counted 
Cumulative 

Total 

On the Street/Under a Bridge, etc. 529 529 

Outside Anywhere 491 1020 

Car or Other Vehicle 283 1303 

Camping 168 1471 

Abandoned Building 97 1568 

Bus 91 1659 

Transportation Site or Station 38 1697 

Total Persons Combined Under Category ï Outside 
Anywhere 

1697 

 

 

 

2.   Homeless Location by Household Classification 

The following table compares where persons spent the previous evening by persons in families 

and individuals.  Single individuals were more likely to have spent the evening ñsleeping roughò, 

somewhere outside.  Persons in families were more likely to have been housed in homeless 

transitional housing programs.  Due to the cold weather a fairly high percentage of both single 

individuals and persons in families spent the previous evening in motels.  Homeless individuals 
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were more likely than persons in families to have been discharged to homelessness from public 

institutions.  

 

Due to a lack of family beds shelter capacity, more single individuals (1,959) spent the evening 

in emergency shelters.  There are a total of 1,997 beds for single individuals including traditional 

overnight beds, overflow beds, and seasonal beds.  There are currently only about 526 beds (give 

or take some beds, based upon the size of persons in families) available for homeless persons in 

families.  Family beds were filled to overcapacity on the evening prior to the survey, sheltering 

578 family members.  Results of the study indicate that homeless prevention activities and rapid 

re-housing activities are critical to ensuring that both individuals and persons in families can 

either be assisted in keeping their existing housing or be quickly re-housed in order to meet the 

current need.  The lack of emergency shelter beds for families often results in this population 

becoming fairly transient, with persons in families rotating between shelter, motels, family and 

friends, and sleeping in their cars.   

 

Where Spent Last Night by Persons in Families and Single Individuals 

 
 

Location 

Total Count 
Household Classification 

% of Persons by 
Location 

Persons in 

Families Single Individual Total 

Outside Anywhere Count 277 1420 1697 

% within Location 16.3% 83.7% 100.0% 

Emergency Shelter Count 578 1959 2537 

% within Location 22.8% 77.2% 100.0% 

Transitional Housing Count 2152 1109 3261 

% within Location 66.0% 34.0% 100.0% 

Hotel or Motel Count 762 497 1259 

% within Location 60.5% 39.5% 100.0% 

Staying with Family or Friends Count 1198 378 1576 

% within Location 76.0% 24.0% 100.0% 

Housing Unit You Rent or Own Count 64 37 101 

% within Location 63.4% 36.6% 100.0% 

Treatment Facility (hospital, 

substance abuse, psychiatric) 

Count 31 219 250 

% within Location 12.4% 87.6% 100.0% 

Jail, Prison or Juvenile 

Detention 

Count 13 254 267 

% within Location 4.9% 95.1% 100.0% 

Other Count 70 43 113 

% within Location 61.9% 38.1% 100.0% 

Total Count 5145 5916 11061 

% within Location 46.5% 53.5% 100.0% 
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H.   LENGTH OF HOMELESSNESS THIS TIME ALL PERSONS -  

(Does not include persons in transitional housing) 

 

The following table identifies, for this homeless episode, the length of homelessness for all 

persons.  Persons residing in transitional housing are not included in the analysis, since the 

transitional housing program allows participants to stay in the program for up to two years.  A 

significant number of persons, over 50%, had been homeless less than 3 months.  Prevention 

activities targeted toward this population could reduce the overall homeless population. 

 

1.   Length of Homelessness This Time 

 

Length of Homelessness -" How long have you been homeless this time?" 

(Note: Does not include persons in transitional housing) 

 
How Long Homeless This Time 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Less than 1 month 2171 27.8 27.9 27.9 

1 to 3 months 1774 22.7 22.8 50.7 

4 to 6 months 1068 13.7 13.7 64.5 

7 to 11 months 679 8.7 8.7 73.2 

12 months to 2 years 1105 14.2 14.2 87.4 

3 to 5 years 474 6.1 6.1 93.5 

6 to 10 years 169 2.2 2.2 95.7 

More than 10 years 168 2.2 2.2 97.8 

Don't Know 144 1.8 1.9 99.7 

Refused 26 .3 .3 100.0 

Total 7778 99.7 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 22 .3   

Total 7800 100.0   
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2.   Length of Homelessness This Time by Household Type  

(Does not include persons in transitional housing) 

 

The following table identifies length of homelessness for individuals versus families.  Results 

show that single individuals are more likely to experience longer episodes of homelessness than 

persons in families. 

 

Length of Homelessness by Family and Single Individuals 

(Note:  Does not include persons in transitional housing) 

 
How Long Homeless 

This Time 

Total Count 
Household Type 

% Across Length 
Persons in 

Families Single Individual Total 

Less than 1 month Count 944 1227 2171 

% within Length 43.5% 56.5% 100.0% 

1 to 3 months Count 779 995 1774 

% within Length 43.9% 56.1% 100.0% 

4 to 6 months Count 468 600 1068 

% within Length 43.8% 56.2% 100.0% 

7 to 11 months Count 255 424 679 

% within Length 37.6% 62.4% 100.0% 

12 months to 2 years Count 356 749 1105 
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% within Length 32.2% 67.8% 100.0% 

3 to 5 years Count 71 403 474 

% within Length 15.0% 85.0% 100.0% 

6 to 10 years Count 14 155 169 

% within Length 8.3% 91.7% 100.0% 

More than 10 years Count 8 160 168 

% within Length 4.8% 95.2% 100.0% 

Don't Know Count 81 63 144 

% within Length 56.2% 43.8% 100.0% 

Refused Count 5 21 26 

% within Length 19.2% 80.8% 100.0% 

Total Count 2981 4797 7778 

% within Length 38.3% 61.7% 100.0% 
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I.   TOTAL NUMBER OF TIMES HOMELESS INCLUDING THIS TIME  

 

1. Total Times Homeless All Persons 

The following table identifies the total number of times persons indicated that they had 

experienced homelessness.  Almost 45% of all persons studied were experiencing their first 

episode of homelessness.   

 

Times Homeless  

 
Total Times Homeless 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

1 Time 4924 44.5 44.5 44.5 

2 Times 2222 20.1 20.1 64.7 

3 Times 1217 11.0 11.0 75.7 

4 Times 687 6.2 6.2 81.9 

5 to 7 Times 835 7.5 7.6 89.4 

8 to 10 Times 288 2.6 2.6 92.0 

11 or More Times 538 4.9 4.9 96.9 

Don't Know 342 3.1 3.1 100.0 

Total 11053 99.9 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 8 .1   

Total 11061 100.0   

 

 

2. Total Times Homeless by Household Type 

The following table compares the number of episodes of homelessness by persons in families 

and single individuals.  Persons in families were more likely than single individuals to be 

experiencing their first homeless episode.  Single individuals were more likely than families to 

experience multiple episodes of homelessness. 

 

Times Homeless by Household Type 

 
Total Times 
Homeless 

Count of Persons 
Household Type 

% within Household Type 
Persons in 

Families Single Individual Total 

1 Time Count 2800 2124 4924 

% within Household Type 54.5% 35.9% 44.5% 

2 Times Count 1093 1129 2222 

% within Household Type 21.3% 19.1% 20.1% 

3 Times Count 527 690 1217 

% within Household Type 10.3% 11.7% 11.0% 
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4 Times Count 244 443 687 

% within Household Type 4.7% 7.5% 6.2% 

5 to 7 Times Count 255 580 835 

% within Household Type 5.0% 9.8% 7.6% 

8 to 10 Times Count 41 247 288 

% within Household Type .8% 4.2% 2.6% 

11 or More Times Count 67 471 538 

% within Household Type 1.3% 8.0% 4.9% 

Don't Know Count 110 232 342 

% within Household Type 2.1% 3.9% 3.1% 

Total Count 5137 5916 11053 

% within Household Type 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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J.   LENGTH OF HOMEL ESSNESS AND TIMES HOMELESS 

(Does not include persons in transitional housing). 

The following cross tabulation between length of homelessness and number of times homeless 

does not include persons in transitional housing.  The table compares the total number of persons 

within both categories.  For example, 1,148 persons experiencing homelessness for the first time 

had been homeless for less than 1 month.  

 

Length of Homelessness & Times Homeless 

 Total Times Homeless Including This Time 

How Long Homeless 
This Time 

1 Time 2 Times 3 Times 4 Times 

5 to 7 

Times 

8 to 10 

Times 

11 or More 

Times 

Don't 

Know Total 

Less than 1 month 1148 425 226 102 113 46 70 41 2171 

1 to 3 months 765 422 198 119 132 49 64 18 1767 

4 to 6 months 352 236 165 99 102 51 42 21 1068 

7 to 11 months 272 117 72 37 108 21 44 8 679 

12 months to 2 years 386 201 112 86 105 48 79 88 1105 

3 to 5 years 163 70 55 37 58 25 58 8 474 

6 to 10 years 60 19 15 5 20 17 28 5 169 

More than 10 years 54 8 2 3 5 9 85 2 168 

Don't Know 19 21 6 3 3 2 5 85 144 

Refused 0 2 4 17 2 0 1 0 26 

Total 3219 1521 855 508 648 268 476 276 7771 

 

K.   DISABILITIES ALL ADULTS  

1. Reported a Disabling Condition All Adult Persons 

The following table identifies the number of single individuals and adults in families who 

reported having a disabling condition.   

 

Reported Disabling Condition ï All Adults 

 
Do You Have a Disabling 

Condition? Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

No 4330 54.6 56.7 56.7 

Yes 3090 39.0 40.5 97.1 

Don't Know 164 2.1 2.1 99.3 

Refused 54 .7 .7 100.0 

Total 7638 96.4 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
287 3.6   

Total 7925 100.0   
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Not everyone who reported having a disabling condition indicated a type(s) of disabling 

condition.   In addition, a total of 1,503 head of households and single individuals indicated 

having a type of condition, but did not report that they were disabled.  The following table 

outlines per type of condition the number of persons who indicated a type of condition, but 

reported that they were not disabled.  Persons were only counted as disabled, if they responded 

ñYesò to (Do You Have a Disabling Condition?). 

 

Disabling Condition & Type of Condition Identified 

 
 

Do You Have a 
Disabling 

Condition? 

Types of Condition Identified 

Substance 

Abuse 

Mental 

Illness 

Physical 

Disability 

Developmental 

Disability HIV/AIDS 

Co-

Occurring 

Disorders Total 

Yes 1425 2033 1126 326 71 1018 2838 

No 975 87 286 62 33 60 1503 

Total 2400 2120 1412 388 104 1078 4029 
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2. Types of Disabling Conditions Reported 

A total of 4,271 heads of family households or single individuals identified 7,833 disabling 

conditions.  Respondents could check more than one condition.  Not everyone who reported 

having a disabling condition reported the type(s) of condition.  The following multiple response 

table shows that the leading type of disability reported by homeless persons was substance abuse, 

followed closely by mental illness. An additional 26% percent of cases reported a co-occurring 

disorder (both mental illness and substance abuse). 

 

 

Types of Disabilities Reported 

 
Disabling Conditions Reported 

Responses 

N Percent Percent of Cases 

Substance Abuse 2530 32.3% 59.2% 

Mental Illness 2220 28.3% 52.0% 

Co-Occurring Disorders 1106 14.1% 25.9% 

Physical Disability 1451 18.5% 34.0% 

Developmental Disability 420 5.4% 9.8% 

HIV/AIDS & Related Diseases 106 1.4% 2.5% 

Total 7833 100.0% 183.4% 
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3. Types of Disabling Conditions Reported by Household Type 

 

 

This table identifies the 

number of persons by 

single individual or 

head of family reporting 

a type of disabling 

condition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Types of Disabling Conditions by Where Persons Spent the Survey Night 

The following table shows where homeless persons with specific disability types spent the 

previous evening. 

Where Spent Last Night by Disability Type 

 
 
 

Where Persons Spent Last 
Night 

Disability Type 

Substance 

Abuse 

Mental 

Illness 

Co-Occurring 

Disorders 

Physical 

Disability 

Developmental 

Disability 

HIV/Aids 

Related 

Diseases Total 

Outside Anywhere 580 574 317 365 115 22 971 

Emergency Shelter 618 570 277 513 112 30 1138 

Transitional Housing 706 504 227 248 100 44 1098 

Hotel or Motel 161 194 78 149 44 4 357 

Staying with Family or 

Friends 
135 147 60 92 28 5 272 

Housing Unit You Rent or 

Own 
11 16 2 11 4 0 30 

Treatment Facility (hospital, 

substance abuse, psychiatric) 
191 106 81 37 9 1 222 

Jail, Prison or Juvenile 

Detention 
120 85 58 32 8 0 156 

Other 8 24 6 4 0 0 27 

Total 2530 2220 1106 1451 420 106 4271 

 

Disability Condition by Household Type  

 
 

Disabling Conditions Reported 

Household Type 

Head of Family  Single Individual Total 

Substance Abuse 306 2224 2530 

Mental Illness 339 1881 2220 

Co-Occurring Disorders 95 1011 1106 

Physical Disability 152 1299 1451 

Developmental Disability 65 355 420 

HIV/AIDS Related Diseases 4 102 106 

Total 663 3608 4271 
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L.   PRIMARY REASONS OR CONTRIBUTING FACTORS TO A HOMELESS 

SITUATION  

 

1. Contributing Factors - Head of Family Households and Single Individuals Only 

Respondents were asked to choose reasons or contributing factors to their homeless situation.  

Respondents could choose as many contributing factors as applied to their situation. The 

following table is based on responses from the head of households and single individuals only.   

 

A total of 6,708 persons responded out of total of 7,559.  The primary contributing factor for 

almost 35% of respondents was a lost job or inability to find work.  The inability to pay rent or 

mortgage came in second at 31%.   

 

Given the current downturn in the economy, the inability to pay rent/mortgage coupled with the 

loss of employment is an important indicator why almost 45% of the current homeless 

population is experiencing their first episode of homelessness.  Metro Denver homeless 

providers have contended that they are seeing an increase in homelessness among persons who 

have never been homeless before.   

 

Almost 30% of respondents indicated that alcohol or substance abuse was a primary contributing 

factor to their homeless situation.  

 

Relationship and family problems were listed as a contributing factor by 19% of respondents.  

Mental illness was a contributing factor for 16% of respondents.   
 

Top Six Reasons/Contributing Factors to Homelessness for Single Individuals and  

Heads of Family Households 
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Reasons/Contributing Factors to Homelessness  

 
 

Contributing Factors 

Responses 

N Percent 

Percent of 

Cases 

Lost Job 2327 15.5% 34.7% 

Rent or Mortgage 2093 13.9% 31.2% 

Alcohol/Substance Abuse 1978 13.2% 29.5% 

Family Problems 1278 8.5% 19.1% 

Mental Illness 1089 7.2% 16.2% 

Asked to Leave 816 5.4% 12.2% 

Illness 701 4.7% 10.5% 

Domestic Violence 664 4.4% 9.9% 

Discharged from Jail 535 3.6% 8.0% 

Legal 534 3.6% 8.0% 

Bad Credit 527 3.5% 7.9% 

Discharged from Prison 501 3.3% 7.5% 

Utilities 503 3.3% 7.5% 

Moved to Work 457 3.0% 6.8% 

Medical Expenses 389 2.6% 5.8% 

Problems with Public Benefits 361 2.4% 5.4% 

Discharge from Foster Care 81 .5% 1.2% 

Sexual Orientation 53 .4% .8% 

Unable to Obtain ID 50 .3% .7% 

Foreclosure 26 .2% .4% 

Death in Family 26 .2% .4% 

Child Care Expenses 12 .1% .2% 

Hurricane 11 .1% .2% 

Refugee 14 .1% .2% 

Bed Bugs 6 .0% .1% 

Total 15032 100.0% 224.1% 
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2. Contributing Factors by Type of Household 

The following table outlines reasons or contributing factors to homeless situation by comparing 

responses from heads of households and single individuals.  Alcohol and substance abuse and 

mental illness were much larger contributing factors for single individuals in comparison to 

heads of households.    

 
Reasons/Contributing Factors for Families & Individuals 

 
 

Contributing Factors 

Head of Family Households and Individuals 

Head of Family 

Household  Single Individual Total 

Lost Job 531 1796 2327 

Rent or Mortgage 687 1406 2093 

Alcohol/Substance Abuse 121 1857 1978 

Family Problems 395 883 1278 

Mental Illness 81 1008 1089 

Asked to Leave 232 584 816 

Illness 167 534 701 

Domestic Violence 249 415 664 

Discharge from Jail 45 490 535 

Legal 60 474 534 

Bad Credit 151 376 527 

Discharge from Prison 31 470 501 

Utilities 180 323 503 

Moved to Work 97 360 457 

Medical Expenses 59 330 389 

Problems with Public Benefits 83 278 361 

Discharge from Foster Care 5 76 81 

Sexual Orientation 6 47 53 

Unable to Obtain ID 1 49 50 

Foreclosure 18 8 26 

Death in Family 5 21 26 

Child Care Expenses 12 0 12 

Hurricane 6 5 11 

Refugee 12 2 14 

Bed Bugs 5 1 6 

Total 1514 5194 6708 
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M.   VETERAN STATUS OF HEAD OF FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS AND SINGLE 

INDIVIDUALS  

1. Veterans Status of All Head of Family Households and Single Individuals 

The following table identifies the number of homeless veterans that are either the head of 

household or are single individuals. 

 

Veteran Status for Head of Family Households and Single Individuals 

 
Veteran Status 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

No 6264 82.9 83.8 83.8 

Yes 967 12.8 12.9 96.8 

Don't Know 194 2.6 2.6 99.4 

Refused 48 .6 .6 100.0 

Total 7473 98.9 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
86 1.1   

Total 7559 100.0   

 

 

2. Veteran Breakdown by Head of Family Households and Single Individuals 

The vast majority of homeless veterans were single individuals. 

 

Veteran Head of Family Households and Individuals 

 
Household Type 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Single Individual 933 96.5 96.5 96.5 

Head of  Family Household  34 3.5 3.5 100.0 

Total 967 100.0 100.0  
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3. Veteran Disability Status 

A total of 473 persons (48.9%) of homeless veterans indicated that they had a disabling 

condition. 

 

Veterans Who Reported A Disabling Condition 

 
Do You Have a Disabling 

Condition? Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Yes 473 48.9 49.2 49.2 

No 462 47.8 48.0 97.2 

Refused 16 1.7 1.7 98.9 

Don't Know 11 1.1 1.1 100.0 

Total 962 99.5 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
5 .5   

Total 967 100.0   

 

 

4. Types of Disabilities Reported 

The following table identifies specific types of disabilities reported by homeless veterans.  

 

Veteran Disability Types 

 

 
Disability Types 

Responses 

N Percent 

Percent of 

Cases 

Substance Abuse 369 31.0% 58.4% 

Physical Disabilities  304 25.5% 48.1% 

Mental Illness 287 24.1% 45.4% 

Co-occurring Disorders 146 12.3% 23.1% 

Developmental Disability 69 5.8% 10.9% 

HIV/AIDS 16 1.3% 2.5% 

Total 1191 100.0% 188.4% 

 

 

 

 

 

 



30 

 

N.  COUNTY BREAKDOWNS 

 

1. County Last Night 

The following table 

identifies the county where 

persons included in the study 

spent the night of January 

26, 2009. 

Sixty percent of study 

participants were staying in 

Denver.  Counties outside of 

the Denver metropolitan 

area were combined into 

ñOther Colorado Countyò 

and other states or countries 

were combined into ñOther 

State or Country.ò 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Last Permanent County  
Individuals were asked the question, "Before you became homeless, what was your last 

permanent address?"  The answer to this question provided last permanent county information, 

which is captioned below. Almost 16% of study participants did not respond to the question 

requesting information on last permanent address before becoming homeless.  Of those who 

responded, 37.5% reported that their last permanent residence was in Denver County.   

 

Last Permanent County 

"Before you became homeless, what was your last permanent address? 

 
Last Permanent County 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Adams 782 7.1 8.4 93.6 

Arapahoe 1330 12 14.3 51.8 

Boulder 804 7.3 8.6 85.2 

Broomfield 136 1.2 1.5 99.4 

Denver 3501 31.7 37.5 37.5 

Douglas 56 0.5 0.6 100 

Jefferson 1108 10 11.9 76.6 

Missing ï No Response 1729 15.6     

Other Colorado County 408 3.7 4.4 97.9 

Other State 1207 10.9 12.9 64.7 

Total 9332 84.4 100   

Total 11061 100.0   

County Last Night 

 
County Last Night 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Denver 6659 60.2 60.2 60.2 

Jefferson 1242 11.2 11.2 71.4 

Adams 1205 10.9 10.9 82.3 

Boulder 1050 9.5 9.5 91.8 

Arapahoe 676 6.1 6.1 97.9 

Broomfield 157 1.4 1.4 99.3 

Douglas 47 .4 .4 99.8 

Other State or Country 19 .2 .2 99.9 

Other Colorado County 6 .1 .1 100.0 

Total 11061 100.0 100.0  
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3.   County Where All Homeless Persons Spent Last Night and Location Last Night 

 

The following table identifies the location where all homeless persons spent the night of January 

26, 2009 and what county they were in last night. 

 

Where Last Night by County Last Night ï All Persons 

 County Last Night 

 
 

Location Spent Last Night 

Adams Arapahoe Boulder Broomfield Denver Douglas Jefferson 

Other State 

or Country 

Other 

Colorado 

County Total 

Outside Anywhere 156 46 171 8 1146 4 160 6 0 1697 

Emergency Shelter 133 132 309 12 1871 2 68 10 0 2537 

Transitional Housing 460 169 207 31 1825 11 558 0 0 3261 

Hotel or Motel 170 148 108 17 620 8 183 3 2 1259 

Staying with Family or Friends 217 122 198 86 713 17 220 0 3 1576 

Housing Unit You Rent or Own 19 14 17 0 36 2 13 0 0 101 

Treatment Facility (hospital, 

substance abuse, psychiatric) 
30 24 9 0 180 3 4 0 0 250 

Jail, Prison or Juvenile Detention 14 18 29 3 172 0 30 0 1 267 

Other 6 3 2 0 96 0 6 0 0 113 

Total 1205 676 1050 157 6659 47 1242 19 6 11061 
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4. County Last Night Cross Tabulated with Last Permanent County  

The following table is a cross tabulation of the county where homeless study participants spent 

the night of January 26, 2009 and county of last permanent residence.  For example, of the 782 

people whose last permanent address was in Adams County, 455 spent the night of January 26, 

2009 in Adams County and 10 spent the night in Arapahoe County.   

 

Last Permanent County & County Last Night Cross-Tabulation 

 County Last Night 

 
 

Last Permanent 
County 

Adams Arapahoe Boulder Broomfield Denver Douglas Jefferson 

Other State  

or Country 

Other 

Colorado 

County Total 

Adams 455 10 11 10 245 0 51 0 0 782 

Arapahoe 171 313 6 2 677 12 149 0 0 1330 

Boulder 3 7 752 1 34 0 7 0 0 804 

Broomfield 0 0 7 117 11 0 1 0 0 136 

Denver 386 235 64 9 2588 0 218 0 1 3501 

Douglas 1 2 1 0 29 19 4 0 0 56 

Jefferson 56 24 23 0 327 2 676 0 0 1108 

Other State or Country 105 49 117 9 809 4 97 17 0 1207 

Other Colorado County 26 35 46 7 257 9 26 0 2 408 

Total 1203 675 1027 155 4977 46 1229 17 3 9332 
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II.  SURVEY FINDINGS ï FAMILIES  

Part II provides demographic and statistical information about persons in families. 

Homeless Families - Includes families with children, youth with children, and couples without 

children.   

 

A.  TOTAL FAMILY HOUSEHOLD TYPES  

 

The table to the 

right identifies 

household types 

for persons in 

families.  There 

were a total of 

3,502 family 

members counted 

who were not the 

head of household; 

this number 

includes children 

and other adult 

family members. 

In addition there 

were a total of 1,233 single parent family households and 318 two-parent family households.  A 

total of 65 households were identified as couples without children.  The total count of all persons 

in families was 5,145.  

 

B. FAMILY SPECIFIC HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITIONS  

 

 

The number of families 

counted totaled 1,643.   

As shown in the table to the 

right single parent 

households comprised almost 

75% of the family 

households surveyed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Household Type 

 
Family Categories 

Frequency Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Family Members (not head of households) 3502 68.1 68.1 68.1 

Total Single Parent Family Households 1233 24.0 24.0 92.0 

Total Two Parent Family Households 318 6.2 6.2 98.2 

Couples without Children 65 1.3 1.3 99.5 

Other Family Types 19 .4 .4 99.8 

Grandparents with Grandchildren 8 .2 .2 100.0 

Total 5145 100.0 100.0  

 Family Household Type 

 

Frequency Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Single Parent with Children 1233 75.0 75.0 

Two Parents with Children 318 19.4 94.4 

Couples without Children 65 4.0 98.4 

Other Family Type 19 1.2 99.5 

Grandparent with Grandkids 8 .5 100.0 

Total 1643 100.0  



34 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C.  GENDER 

 

1. Gender Head of Households Only 

As the table below indicates, females head 82% of homeless family households. 

 

Gender Head of Households Only 

Head of Household 
Gender 

Frequency Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Female Heads of Household 1341 81.6 81.7 81.7 

Male Heads of Household 300 18.3 18.3 100.0 

Total 1641 99.9 100.0  

Missing - No Response 
2 .1   

Total 1643 100.0   
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2. Gender All Persons in Families 

Almost 60% of persons in families are female.  

 

Gender All Persons in Families 

 
Gender All Persons in 

Families Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Female 3006 58.4 58.6 58.6 

Male 2123 41.3 41.4 99.9 

Don't Know 4 .1 .1 100.0 

Total 5133 99.8 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
12 .2   

Total 5145 100.0   

 

 

Gender All Persons in Families 
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D.  AGE FOR FAMILY MEMBERS  

 

1. Age Groups for Head of Family Households 

 

 

× Families headed 

by youth 

between the ages 

of 13 and 24 

totaled just over 

25% of the 

family 

households.   

 

× The largest percent 

of families (35%) 

were headed by 

persons aged 25 to 

34. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Age Groups Head of Family Household  

 
Age Groups  

Head of Family Household Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

13-17 years 13 .8 .8 .8 

18-24 years 399 24.3 24.5 25.3 

25-34 years 573 34.9 35.2 60.4 

35-44 years 419 25.5 25.7 86.1 

45-54 years 188 11.4 11.5 97.7 

55-64 years 32 1.9 2.0 99.6 

65-74 years 5 .3 .3 99.9 

75 and Older 1 .1 .1 100.0 

Total 1630 99.2 100.0  

Missing  - No Response 13 .8   

Total 1643 100.0   
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2. Age Groups for All Family Members 

 

 

 

× In the Denver 

metropolitan 

area, the 

average age of 

a person in a 

homeless 

family is 18 

and the median 

age is 13.5.   

 

× 27% of persons 

in families are 

under the age 

of six.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Age Groups of All Family Members 

 
Age Groups All Family 

Members Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

0-5 years 1402 27.2 27.5 27.5 

6-12 years 1044 20.3 20.5 48.0 

13-17 years 472 9.2 9.3 57.3 

18-24 years 612 11.9 12.0 69.3 

25-34 years 716 13.9 14.1 83.3 

35-44 years 532 10.3 10.4 93.8 

45-54 years 254 4.9 5.0 98.7 

55-64 years 51 1.0 1.0 99.7 

65-74 years 10 .2 .2 99.9 

75 and Older 3 .1 .1 100.0 

Total 5096 99.0 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 49 1.0   

Total 5145 100.0   



38 

 

3. Age Groups for Family Members Not Including the Head of Household 

 

 

Age Groups 

Age Groups for Non-Head 
of Household Family 

Members Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

0-5 years 1402 40.0 40.5 40.5 

6-12 years 1044 29.8 30.1 70.6 

13-17 years 459 13.1 13.2 83.8 

18-24 years 213 6.1 6.1 90.0 

25-34 years 143 4.1 4.1 94.1 

35-44 years 113 3.2 3.3 97.3 

45-54 years 66 1.9 1.9 99.2 

55-64 years 19 .5 .5 99.8 

65-74 years 5 .1 .1 99.9 

75 and Older 2 .1 .1 100.0 

Total 3466 99.0 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 36 1.0   

Total 3502 100.0   

 

There are a total of 3,502 persons in families that are not the head of household.  This segment of 

the family population includes children, spouses, partners, aunts, uncles, grandparents and other 

extended family members. 
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E.  GENDER & AGE GROUPS  

1. All Family Members Age and Gender Cross Tabulations 

The following table compares age and gender for all family members.   

 

Age Groups by Gender All Family Members 

 

 
Age Groups 

Count of Persons 
Gender 

% of Gender  
within Age 

Don't 

Know Female Male Total 

0-5 years Count 4 676 722 1402 

% within Age .3% 48.2% 51.5% 100.0% 

6-12 years Count 0 499 543 1042 

% within Age .0% 47.9% 52.1% 100.0% 

13-17 years Count 0 239 233 472 

% within Age .0% 50.6% 49.4% 100.0% 

18-24 years Count 0 455 157 612 

% within Age .0% 74.3% 25.7% 100.0% 

25-34 years Count 0 566 150 716 

% within Age .0% 79.1% 20.9% 100.0% 

35-44 years Count 0 368 164 532 

% within Age .0% 69.2% 30.8% 100.0% 

45-54 years Count 0 143 111 254 

% within Age .0% 56.3% 43.7% 100.0% 

55-64 years Count 0 27 24 51 

% within Age .0% 52.9% 47.1% 100.0% 

65-74 years Count 0 7 3 10 

% within Age .0% 70.0% 30.0% 100.0% 

75 and Older Count 0 1 2 3 

% within Age .0% 33.3% 66.7% 100.0% 

Total Count 4 2981 2109 5094 

% within Age .1% 58.5% 41.4% 100.0% 
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2. Head of Household Age and Gender  

The following table compares age and gender for head of households only. 

 

Head of Household  

Age Groups & Gender Cross Tabulation 

 
Age Groups 

Count of Head 
of Household Gender 

% of Gender 
within Age Female Male Total 

13-17 years Count 13 0 13 

% within Age 100.0% .0% 100.0% 

18-24 years Count 361 38 399 

% within Age 90.5% 9.5% 100.0% 

25-34 years Count 496 77 573 

% within Age 86.6% 13.4% 100.0% 

35-44 years Count 322 97 419 

% within Age 76.8% 23.2% 100.0% 

45-54 years Count 115 73 188 

% within Age 61.2% 38.8% 100.0% 

55-64 years Count 19 13 32 

% within Age 59.4% 40.6% 100.0% 

65-74 years Count 4 1 5 

% within Age 80.0% 20.0% 100.0% 

75 and Older Count 0 1 1 

% within Age .0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Total Count 1330 300 1630 

% within Age 81.6% 18.4% 100.0% 
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F.  RACE AND ETHNICITY   

1. All Family Members Race 

The following table identifies racial breakdowns of persons in homeless families.  

 

Race All Family Members 

 
Race All Family Members 

Frequency Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

White 2853 55.5 58.4 58.4 

Black or African American 1449 28.2 29.7 88.1 

American Indian or Alaska Native 408 7.9 8.4 96.4 

Multi-Racial 118 2.3 2.4 98.8 

Asian 45 .9 .9 99.8 

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 12 .2 .2 100.0 

Total 4885 94.9 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 260 5.1   

Total 5145 100.0   
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2. All Family Members - Hispanic Ethnicity 

The following table identifies the percentage of Hispanic persons within families.  While data 

from the census bureau indicates that Hispanic persons comprise approximately 32% of the 

population, Hispanic homeless families comprise over 41% of the family population.  

Interestingly, the Hispanic population only comprises a little over 30% of the total homeless 

population in the seven-county Denver metropolitan area.   

 

Hispanic Ethnicity - All Persons in Families 

 
Hispanic Ethnicity 

Frequency Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Not Hispanic 2972 57.8 58.6 58.6 

Hispanic 2096 40.7 41.4 100.0 

Total 5068 98.5 100.0  

Missing No Response 
77 1.5   

Total 5145 100.0   
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3. All Family Members Race & Ethnicity  

 

 

 

 

× The table to the left 

compares race and 

ethnicity of persons 

in families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Race by Hispanic 

 
Race 

Count of Persons 
Hispanic 

% of Race within 
Hispanic No Yes Total 

White Count 1325 1528 2853 

% within Race 46.4% 53.6% 100.0% 

Black or African American Count 1299 117 1416 

% within Race 91.7% 8.3% 100.0% 

Asian Count 43 2 45 

% within Race 95.6% 4.4% 100.0% 

American Indian or Alaska 

Native 

Count 197 207 404 

% within Race 48.8% 51.2% 100.0% 

Native Hawaiian or Other 

Pacific Islander 

Count 7 5 12 

% within Race 58.3% 41.7% 100.0% 

Multi-Racial Count 74 42 116 

% within Race 63.8% 36.2% 100.0% 

Total Count 2945 1901 4846 

% within Race 60.8% 39.2% 100.0% 
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4. Head of Households by Race & Ethnicity  

A total of 1,589 heads of households indicated both a race and ethnicity.  The following table 

shows the number and percent of Hispanic populations within each race. 

 

Head of Households &Race by Hispanic Ethnicity 

 
Race 

Count of Persons 
Hispanic 

% of Race within 
Hispanic No Yes Total 

White Count 523 499 1022 

% within Race 51.2% 48.8% 100.0% 

Black or African American Count 419 30 449 

% within Race 93.3% 6.7% 100.0% 

Asian Count 12 0 12 

% within Race 100.0% .0% 100.0% 

American Indian or Alaska 

Native 

Count 46 30 76 

% within Race 60.5% 39.5% 100.0% 

Native Hawaiian Or Other 

Pacific Islander 

Count 2 2 4 

% within Race 50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Other Multi-Racial Count 19 7 26 

% within Race 73.1% 26.9% 100.0% 

Total Count 1021 568 1589 

% within Race 64.3% 35.7% 100.0% 
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G.  WHERE PERSONS IN FAMILIES SPENT THE NIGHT  

 

1.  All Persons in Families and Where They Stayed Last Night 

 

The following 

table identifies 

where persons in 

families spent 

Monday night, 

January 26, 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Persons in Families & Where They Stayed Last Night 

 

All Persons in Families Where Last Night 

 
Location 

Frequency Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Transitional Housing 2152 41.8 41.8 41.8 

Staying with Family or Friends 1198 23.3 23.3 65.1 

Hotel or Motel 762 14.8 14.8 79.9 

Emergency Shelter 578 11.2 11.2 91.2 

Outside Anywhere 277 5.4 5.4 96.5 

Other 70 1.4 1.4 97.9 

Housing Unit You Rent or Own 64 1.2 1.2 99.1 

Treatment Facility (hospital, 

substance abuse, psychiatric) 
31 .6 .6 99.7 

Jail, Prison or Juvenile Detention 13 .3 .3 100.0 

Total 5145 100.0 100.0  
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Persons in families who were sleeping outside or other places not fit for human habitation were 

counted as spending the night ñOutside Anywhereò.  The following responses were combined 

into the ñOutside Anywhereò category. 

 

 

 

H. TOTAL NUMBER OF TIMES HOMELESS (including this time)  

 

1. All Family Members - Total Number of Times Homeless 

This table identifies the total number of times persons in families reported experiencing 

homelessness.  This was the first episode of homelessness for over half of the persons in 

families. 

 

Times Homeless All Persons in Families 

 
Total # of Times Homeless 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

1 Time 2800 54.4 54.5 54.5 

2 Times 1093 21.2 21.3 75.8 

3 Times 527 10.2 10.3 86.0 

4 Times 244 4.7 4.7 90.8 

5 to 7 Times 255 5.0 5.0 95.8 

8 to 10 Times 41 .8 .8 96.6 

11 or More Times 67 1.3 1.3 97.9 

Don't Know 110 2.1 2.1 100.0 

Total 5137 99.8 100.0  

Missing  - No Response 8 .2   

Total 5145 100.0   

Responses Combined Under (Outside Anywhere) Total Persons 
Counted 

Cumulative 
Total 

Car or Other Vehicle 132 132 

Outside Anywhere 83 215 

On the Street/Under a Bridge, etc. 43 258 

Camping 7 265 

Abandoned Building 2 267 

Bus 7 274 

Transportation Site or Station 3 277 

Total Persons Combined Under Category ï Outside Anywhere 277 
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I.  LENGTH OF CURRENT EPISODE OF HOMELESSNESS  

     (Does not include Families in Transitional Housing) 

1.  Length of Homelessness All Persons in Families   

The following table identifies, for this homeless episode, the length of homelessness for persons 

in families.  Families residing in transitional housing are not included in the analysis, since 

the transitional housing program allows participants to stay in the program for up to two 

years.  A significant number of families (58%) had been homeless less than 3 months.  

 

Length of Homelessness 

(Does not include persons in transitional housing) 

 
Period of Time 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Less than 1 month 944 31.5 31.7 31.7 

1 to 3 months 779 26.0 26.1 57.8 

4 to 6 months 468 15.6 15.7 73.5 

7 to 11 months 255 8.5 8.6 82.1 

12 months to 2 years 356 11.9 11.9 94.0 

3 to 5 years 71 2.4 2.4 96.4 

6 to 10 years 14 .5 .5 96.8 

More than 10 years 8 .3 .3 97.1 

Don't Know 81 2.7 2.7 99.8 

Refused 5 .2 .2 100.0 

Total 2981 99.6 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 12 .4   

Total 2993 100.0   
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J.  Disabling Conditions Reported for Adults in Families 

1. Disabling Condition Adults in Families 

Approximately 23% of adults in families reported that they had some kind of disabling 

condition. 

Reported Disabling Condition 

 
Do You Have a Disabling 

Condition? Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

No 1389 63.8 71.5 71.5 

Yes 452 20.8 23.3 94.8 

Don't Know 93 4.3 4.8 99.6 

Refused 8 .4 .4 100.0 

Total 1942 89.2 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
236 10.8   

Total 2178 100.0   

Note:  Disability status was only collected on adults age 18 or older and unaccompanied minor youth for 

respondents whose data was collected on paper forms.  Agencies that enter data directly into HMIS often 

collect disability status for all persons in the household regardless of their age.  The total count of 

children in families with disabilities is therefore undercounted and not analyzed in this report.  It should 

be noted that an additional 108 children under the age of 18 with a disability were entered into the HMIS 

system by participating agencies.    

2. Types of Disabling Conditions Reported ï Adult Heads of Family Households 

 

a. The following table identifies types of disabilities reported by the adult head of 

household. A total of 418 heads of households identified one or more type of disability.  Almost 

57% of the 418 heads of households identified having a mental illness.  Substance abuse was an 

issue identified by 41.4%.  A total of 27% identified having a physical disability; 16% identified 

both mental illness and substance abuse; 7.9% indicated that they had a developmental disability; 

and 2 persons indicated that they had HIV/AIDS. 

 

Adult Disability Type by Head of Household 

 
Disability Types Responses 

N Percent 

Percent of 

Cases 

Mental Illness 238 38.0% 56.9% 

Substance Abuse 173 27.6% 41.4% 

Physical Disability 113 18.1% 27.0% 

Co-Occurring Disorders 67 10.7% 16.0% 

Developmental Disability 33 5.3% 7.9% 

HIV/AIDS 2 .3% .5% 

Total 626 100.0% 149.8% 
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b.  The following table identifies the types of disabilities that adult families reported.  A total 

of 479 adults in families out of the 550 adults who responded that they had a disabling condition 

identified at least one type of disability.  Respondents could choose multiple types of disabilities 

resulting in a total of 730 types of disabilities identified.  The table also compares the type of 

disability by whether or not the person with the disability was the head of household or an adult 

member of the family.  Mental illness (37.5%) was the top disability type identified by adult 

family members. 

 

Adult Disability Type by Head of Household or Family Member 

 
Disability 

Types 

Count Of Persons With Disability Type 
Household Type  

% within Household Type 
Adult Family 

Member 

Head of 

Household Total 
% of Disability Type 

Mental Illness Count of Adult Persons with Mental Illness 36 238 274 

% within Household Type 34.6% 38.0%  

% of Total Disability Type 4.9% 32.6% 37.5% 

Substance 

Abuse 

Count of Adult Persons with Substance Abuse 29 173 202 

% within Household Type 27.9% 27.6%  

% of Total Disability Type 4.0% 23.7% 27.7% 

Physical 

Disability 

Count of Adult Persons with Physical Disabilities 21 113 134 

% within Household Type 20.2% 18.1%  

% of Total Disability Type 2.9% 15.5% 18.4% 

Co-Occurring 

Disorders 

Count of Adult Persons with Co-Occurring Disorders 13 67 80 

% within Household Type 12.5% 10.7%  

% of Total Disability Type 1.8% 9.2% 11.0% 

Developmental 

Disability 

Count of Adult Persons with Developmental Disabilities 5 33 38 

% within Household Type 4.8% 5.3%  

% of Total Disability Type .7% 4.5% 5.2% 

HIV/AIDS Count of Adult Persons with HIV/AIDS & Related 

Disease 
0 2 2 

% within Household Type .0% .3%  

% of Total Disability Type .0% .3% .3% 

Total Count 104 626 730 

% of Total 14.2% 85.8% 100.0% 

Percentages and totals are based on responses.   
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K.  County Breakdowns 

 

1.   County Last Night ï All Persons in Families 

The following table identifies the county where family members stayed the night of January 26, 

2009.   

 

County Last Night 

 
County Last Night 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Denver 2302 44.7 44.7 44.7 

Adams 898 17.5 17.5 62.2 

Jefferson 873 17.0 17.0 79.2 

Arapahoe 482 9.4 9.4 88.5 

Boulder 423 8.2 8.2 96.8 

Broomfield 125 2.4 2.4 99.2 

Douglas 32 .6 .6 99.8 

Other State or Country 5 .1 .1 99.9 

Other Colorado County 5 .1 .1 100.0 

Total 5145 100.0 100.0  
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2. County Last Night by Location of Where Persons in Families Spent Last Night 

 

The following table identifies the location of where persons in families spent Monday night, 

January 26, 2009 by what county they were staying in. 

 

Where Last Night Combined by County Last Night  - All Persons in Families 

 County Last Night 

 
Location 

Adams Arapahoe Boulder Broomfield Denver Douglas Jefferson 

Other State 

or Country 

Other 

Colorado 

County Total 

Outside Anywhere 65 19 13 5 98 0 77 0 0 277 

Emergency Shelter 74 73 94 7 296 0 31 3 0 578 

Transitional Housing 415 161 108 28 961 10 469 0 0 2152 

Hotel or Motel 127 100 83 14 318 5 111 2 2 762 

Staying with Family or 

Friends 
192 99 116 71 535 14 168 0 3 1198 

Housing Unit You Rent or 

Own 
16 14 9 0 17 0 8 0 0 64 

Treatment Facility (hospital, 

substance abuse, 

psychiatric) 

3 13 0 0 12 3 0 0 0 31 

Jail, Prison or Juvenile 

Detention 
1 0 0 0 6 0 6 0 0 13 

Other 5 3 0 0 59 0 3 0 0 70 

Total 898 482 423 125 2302 32 873 5 5 5145 
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3. Last Permanent County ï All Persons in Families 

The following table identifies what county homeless families reported as their last permanent 

address. 

 

Last Permanent County Families 

 
Last Permanent County 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Denver 1499 29.1 33.7 33.7 

Arapahoe 802 15.6 18.0 51.7 

Jefferson 658 12.8 14.8 66.5 

Adams 516 10.0 11.6 78.1 

Boulder 361 7.0 8.1 86.2 

Other State or Country 361 7.0 8.1 94.4 

Other Colorado County 131 2.5 2.9 97.3 

Broomfield 102 2.0 2.3 99.6 

Douglas 18 .3 .4 100.0 

Total 4448 86.5 100.0  

Missing- No Response 697 13.5   

Total 5145 100.0   
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 4.   Last Permanent County by County Last Night ï All Persons in Families 

The following table identifies the county where persons in families spent the night of January 26, 

2009 and the county of last permanent residence.  This table is based upon 86.5% or 4,448 

persons out of 5,145 persons who indicated what county they were in on the night prior to the 

survey and the county of their last permanent residence. 

 

County Last Night by Last Permanent County 

County Last Night 

Last Permanent County 

Adams Arapahoe Boulder Broomfield Denver Douglas Jefferson 

Other State 

or Country 

Other 

Colorado 

County Total 

Adams 353 114 0 0 277 0 48 85 19 896 

Arapahoe 5 216 5 0 183 0 15 29 28 481 

Boulder 5 2 340 2 24 0 10 17 12 412 

Broomfield 9 0 0 100 5 0 0 8 3 125 

Denver 105 335 10 0 862 4 114 156 44 1630 

Douglas 0 11 0 0 0 12 0 2 7 32 

Jefferson 39 124 6 0 148 2 471 61 16 867 

Other State or Country 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 

Other Colorado County 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 

Total 516 802 361 102 1499 18 658 361 131 4448 
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III.  SURVEY FINDINGS ï SINGLE INDIVIDUALS  

Part III provides demographic and statistical information about single unaccompanied 

individuals between the ages of 13 to 86. 

 

A. TOTAL NUMBER OF SINGLE INDIVIDUALS NOT IN FAMILIES  

There were a total of 5,916 unaccompanied single individuals counted in the study. 

 

Single Individuals 

 
Total Number of 

Single Individuals Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Single Individual 5916 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

B. GENDER OF INDIVIDUALS  
Males comprised almost 73% of the single population.   

 

Gender Individuals 

 
 

Gender Individuals Frequency Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Male 4302 72.7 72.8 72.8 

Female 1606 27.1 27.2 100.0 

Total 5908 99.9 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
8 .1   

Total 5916 100.0   
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C. AGE GROUP BREAKDOWN OF INDIVIDUALS  
The average age of a single homeless individual was 43 with the largest percentage, 35%, is for 

persons between the ages of 45 and 54.    

 

Age Groups Individuals 

 
Age Breakdown 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

13-17 years 47 .8 .8 .8 

18-24 years 676 11.4 11.7 12.5 

25-34 years 740 12.5 12.8 25.3 

35-44 years 1331 22.5 23.0 48.2 

45-54 years 2036 34.4 35.1 83.4 

55-64 years 837 14.1 14.4 97.8 

65-74 years 104 1.8 1.8 99.6 

75 and Older 23 .4 .4 100.0 

Total 5794 97.9 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 122 2.1   

Total 5916 100.0   
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D. GENDER & AGE GROUPS FOR SINGLE INDIVIDUALS  

The following table compares the age and gender of single individuals.  There were more 

females between the ages of 13 and 17 than males.  From the age of 18 to 74, there were more 

males than females. Total response to both the questions on gender and age was received from 

5,787 single individuals, with 129 single individuals who either did not respond to the question 

on gender or the question on age.  

 

Age Groups & Gender  

Cross Tabulation 

 
Age Groups 

Count of Individuals 
Gender 

% of Gender within 
Each Age Group Female Male Total 

13-17 years Count 31 16 47 

% within Age Groups 66.0% 34.0% 100.0% 

18-24 years Count 291 385 676 

% within Age Groups 43.0% 57.0% 100.0% 

25-34 years Count 240 500 740 

% within Age Groups 32.4% 67.6% 100.0% 

35-44 years Count 348 980 1328 

% within Age Groups 26.2% 73.8% 100.0% 

45-54 years Count 432 1602 2034 

% within Age Groups 21.2% 78.8% 100.0% 

55-64 years Count 191 644 835 

% within Age Groups 22.9% 77.1% 100.0% 

65-74 years Count 24 80 104 

% within Age Groups 23.1% 76.9% 100.0% 

75 and Older Count 13 10 23 

% within Age Groups 56.5% 43.5% 100.0% 

Total Count 1570 4217 5787 

% within Age Groups 27.1% 72.9% 100.0% 
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E.  RACE AND ETHNICITY  SINGLE INDIVIDUALS  

 

1. RACE INDIVIDUALS  

The following table outlines the racial background for homeless single individuals. 

 

Race 

 
Race 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

White 3700 62.5 64.2 64.2 

Black or African American 1426 24.1 24.7 88.9 

American Indian or Alaska Native 497 8.4 8.6 97.6 

Multi-Racial 65 1.1 1.1 98.7 

Asian 52 .9 .9 99.6 

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 23 .4 .4 100.0 

Total 5763 97.4 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 153 2.6   

Total 5916 100.0   
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2. ETHNICITY - INDIVIDUALS  

Hispanics comprised only 21.5% of the single individual population. 

 

Hispanic 

 
Ethnicity 

Frequency Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Not Hispanic 4603 77.8 78.5 78.5 

Hispanic 1259 21.3 21.5 100.0 

Total 5862 99.1 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
54 .9   

Total 5916 100.0   
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F.  WHERE INDIVIDUALS SPENT THE NIGHT  
The majority of homeless individuals (57.1%) spent the night in a shelter or outside anywhere.  

 

Where Last Night ï Single Individuals 

 
Location 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Emergency Shelter 1959 33.1 33.1 33.1 

Outside Anywhere 1420 24.0 24.0 57.1 

Transitional Housing 1109 18.7 18.7 75.9 

Hotel or Motel 497 8.4 8.4 84.3 

Staying with Family or 

Friends 
378 6.4 6.4 90.7 

Jail, Prison or Juvenile 

Detention 
254 4.3 4.3 94.9 

Treatment Facility (hospital, 

substance abuse, 

psychiatric) 

219 3.7 3.7 98.6 

Other 43 .7 .7 99.4 

Housing Unit You Rent or 

Own 
37 .6 .6 100.0 

Total 5916 100.0 100.0  
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Single individuals who were sleeping outside or other places not fit for human habitation were 

counted as spending the night ñOutside Anywhereò.  The following responses were combined 

into the ñOutside Anywhereò category. 

 
Responses Combined Under (Outside Anywhere) Total Persons 

Counted 
Cumulative 

Total 

On the Street/Under a Bridge, etc. 486 486 

Outside Anywhere 408 894 

Camping 161 1055 

Car or Other Vehicle  151 1206 

Abandoned Building 95 1301 

Bus 84 1385 

Transportation Site or Station 35 1420 

Total Persons Combined Under Category ï Outside Anywhere 1420 

 

 

 

G.  LENGTH & FREQUENCY OF HOMELESSNESS FOR INDIVIDUALS  

 

1. NUMBER OF TIMES HOMELESS (including this epi sode) 

The following table outlines the total number of times homeless individuals reported 

experiencing homelessness.  A total of 45% of single individuals had experienced three or more 

episodes of homelessness. 

 

Times Homeless - Individuals 

 
Episodes of 

Homelessness Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

1 Time 2124 35.9 35.9 35.9 

2 Times 1129 19.1 19.1 55.0 

3 Times 690 11.7 11.7 66.6 

4 Times 443 7.5 7.5 74.1 

5 to 7 Times 580 9.8 9.8 83.9 

8 to 10 Times 247 4.2 4.2 88.1 

11 or More Times 471 8.0 8.0 96.1 

Don't Know 232 3.9 3.9 100.0 

Total 5916 100.0 100.0  
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2.   HOW LONG HOMELESS - INDIVIDUALS (current episode)  

Does not include persons in transitional housing 

The following table outlines the length of homelessness for single individuals this episode.  

 

Length of Homelessness Individuals 

 
Length of Homelessness 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Less than 1 month 1227 25.5 25.6 25.6 

1 to 3 months 995 20.7 20.7 46.3 

4 to 6 months 600 12.5 12.5 58.8 

7 to 11 months 424 8.8 8.8 67.7 

12 months to 2 years 749 15.6 15.6 83.3 

3 to 5 years 403 8.4 8.4 91.7 

6 to 10 years 155 3.2 3.2 94.9 

More than 10 years 160 3.3 3.3 98.2 

Don't Know 63 1.3 1.3 99.6 

Refused 21 .4 .4 100.0 

Total 4797 99.8 100.0  
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Missing ï No Response 10 .2   

Total 4807 100.0   
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3. NUMBER OF TIMES HOMELESS & HOW LONG HOMELESS - INDIVIDUALS  

  (Does not include persons in transitional housing) 

The table below compares the length of homelessness and total number of times homeless for 

single persons. 

 

Length of Homelessness by Times Homeless  

 Individuals 

 Times Homeless 

 
How Long Homeless 

This Time 1 Time 2 Times 3 Times 4 Times 

5 to 7 

Times 

8 to 10 

Times 

11 or More 

Times 

Don't 

Know Total 

Less than 1 month 544 249 153 71 84 41 70 15 1227 

1 to 3 months 348 248 118 74 98 41 54 14 995 

4 to 6 months 157 124 100 62 67 47 35 8 600 

7 to 11 months 142 68 50 22 85 17 35 5 424 

12 months to 2 years 227 125 81 59 78 36 63 80 749 

3 to 5 years 137 54 41 31 55 25 52 8 403 

6 to 10 years 56 13 13 5 19 17 27 5 155 

More than 10 years 51 8 2 3 5 7 82 2 160 

Don't Know 6 2 1 1 2 1 5 45 63 

Refused 0 2 1 15 2 0 1 0 21 

Total 1668 893 560 343 495 232 424 182 4797 

 

H.  DISABLING CONDITIONS  

 

1. INDIVIDUALS REPORTING A DISABLING CONDITION  

Homeless individuals experience high rates of disability.  A total of 46.5% of individuals 

reported that they had a disabling condition. 

 

Reported Disabling Condition 

 
Do You Have a Disabling 

Condition Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

No 3012 50.9 51.4 51.4 

Yes 2726 46.1 46.5 97.9 

Don't Know 75 1.3 1.3 99.2 

Refused 48 .8 .8 100.0 

Total 5861 99.1 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
55 .9   

Total 5916 100.0   
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2. Single Individual Disability Types - Multiple Response 

A total of 3,608 single individuals identified one or more type of disability.  The table below 

shows that substance abuse was a primary contributing factor for almost 62% of those 

identifying a specific type of disability and mental illness was a factor for 52%. 

 

The ñPercentò column in the table below identifies the percent of responses across the total 

number of disability types (6,872) identified by the 3,608 persons (N divided by 6,872).  The 

ñPercent of Casesò column in the table below identifies the percent of disability types by the total 

number of persons who responded to the question (N divided by 3,608). 

 

Disability Types  

 
 

Multiple Response 
Types of Disabilities 

Responses 

N Percent 

Percent of 

Cases 

Substance Abuse 2224 32.4% 61.6% 

Mental Illness  1881 27.4% 52.1% 

Physical Disability 1299 18.9% 36.0% 

Co-Occurring Disorders 1011 14.7% 28.0% 

Developmental Disability 355 5.2% 9.8% 

HIV/AIDS & Related Diseases 102 1.5% 2.8% 

Total 6872 100.0% 190.5% 
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I.  REASONS OR CONTRIBUTING FACTORS TO HOMELESS SITUATION  - 

SINGLE INDIVIDUALS   (Multipl e Response) 

 

The following table shows the reasons or contributing factors reported by single individuals that 

resulted in their homeless situation. A total of 5,194 individuals responded to the question.  

Respondents could choose multiple reasons.  The top three contributing factors reported by 

single individuals are: 

1. Alcohol/Substance Abuse (35.8%) 

2. Lost Job/Inability to Find Work (34.6%) 

3. Unable to Pay Rent or Mortgage (27%) 

 

Over 1,000 individuals, 20%, indicated that a discharge from public institutions, such as jail, 

prison, juvenile detention, was a contributing factor to their homelessness. 

 

A total of 87.8% or 5,194 persons out of 5,916 single individuals indicated a total of 11,793 

contributing factors to their homeless situation.  

 

The ñPercentò column in the following table identifies the percent of responses across the total 

number of contributing factors (11,793) identified by the 5,194 persons (N divided by 11,793).  

The ñPercent of Casesò column in the table below identifies the percent of contributing factors 

by the total number of persons who responded to the question (N divided by 5,194). 
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Contributing Factors to Homeless Situation - Individuals 

 
 
 

Contributing Factors 

Responses 

N Percent 

Percent of 

Cases 

Alcohol/Substance Abuse 1857 15.7% 35.8% 

Lost Job 1796 15.2% 34.6% 

Unable to Pay Rent/Mortgage 1406 11.9% 27.1% 

Mental Illness 1008 8.5% 19.4% 

Family Problems 883 7.5% 17.0% 

Asked to Leave 584 5.0% 11.2% 

Illness 534 4.5% 10.3% 

Discharged from Jail 490 4.2% 9.4% 

Legal Problems 474 4.0% 9.1% 

Discharged from Prison 470 4.0% 9.0% 

Domestic Violence 415 3.5% 8.0% 

Bad Credit 376 3.2% 7.2% 

Moved to Work 360 3.1% 6.9% 

Medical Expenses 330 2.8% 6.4% 

Utilities 323 2.7% 6.2% 

Public Benefits 278 2.4% 5.4% 

Discharged from Foster Care 76 .6% 1.5% 

Unable to Obtain ID 49 .4% .9% 

Sexual Orientation 47 .4% .9% 

Death in Family 21 .2% .4% 

Foreclosure 8 .1% .2% 

Hurricane 5 .0% .1% 

Refugee 2 .0% .0% 

Bed Bugs 1 .0% .0% 

Total 11793 100.0% 227.1% 
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J.  COUNTY BREAKDOWN FOR INDIVIDUAL S 
 

1. County Where Individuals Spent Last Night  

The following table identifies where homeless individuals spent the night of January 26, 2009. 

 

County Last Night 

 
County Last Night 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Denver 4357 73.6 73.6 73.6 

Boulder 627 10.6 10.6 84.2 

Jefferson 369 6.2 6.2 90.5 

Adams 307 5.2 5.2 95.7 

Arapahoe 194 3.3 3.3 99.0 

Broomfield 32 .5 .5 99.5 

Douglas 15 .3 .3 99.7 

Other State or Country 14 .2 .2 100.0 

Other Colorado County 1 .0 .0 100.0 

Total 5916 100.0 100.0  
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2.   County Where Individuals Spent Last Night and Location Last Night 

 

The following table identifies the location where homeless individuals spent the night and what 

county they were in the night of January 26, 2009. 

 

Where Last Night Combined by County Last Night - Individuals 

 County Last Night 

 
Location Spent Last 

Night 

Adams Arapahoe Boulder Broomfield Denver Douglas Jefferson 

Other 

State or 

Country 

Other 

Colorado 

County Total 

Outside Anywhere 91 27 158 3 1048 4 83 6 0 1420 

Emergency Shelter 59 59 215 5 1575 2 37 7 0 1959 

Transitional Housing 45 8 99 3 864 1 89 0 0 1109 

Hotel or Motel 43 48 25 3 302 3 72 1 0 497 

Staying with Family or 

Friends 
25 23 82 15 178 3 52 0 0 378 

Housing Unit You Rent or 

Own 
3 0 8 0 19 2 5 0 0 37 

Treatment Facility 

(hospital, substance 

abuse, psychiatric) 

27 11 9 0 168 0 4 0 0 219 

Jail, Prison or Juvenile 

Detention 
13 18 29 3 166 0 24 0 1 254 

Other 1 0 2 0 37 0 3 0 0 43 

Total 307 194 627 32 4357 15 369 14 1 5916 
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3. Last Permanent County of Residence - Individuals  

The table below identifies the county single individuals reported as their last permanent 

residence. 

 

Last Permanent County 

 
Last Permanent County 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Denver 2002 33.8 41.0 41.0 

Other State or Country 846 14.3 17.3 58.3 

Arapahoe 528 8.9 10.8 69.1 

Jefferson 450 7.6 9.2 78.3 

Boulder 443 7.5 9.1 87.4 

Other Colorado County 277 4.7 5.7 93.1 

Adams 266 4.5 5.4 98.5 

Douglas 38 .6 .8 99.3 

Broomfield 34 .6 .7 100.0 

Total 4884 82.6 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 1032 17.4   

Total 5916 100.0   
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4.   Last Permanent County by County Last Night ï Individuals  

The following table identifies the county where individuals spent the night of January 26, 2009 

and the county of last permanent residence.  Table is based upon 82.6% or 4,884 persons out of 

5,916 persons who indicated what county they were in on the night prior to the survey and the 

county of their last permanent residence. 

 

County Last Night by Last Permanent County  - Individuals 

 Last Permanent County 

 
County Last Night 

Adams Arapahoe Boulder Broomfield Denver Douglas Jefferson 

Other 

State or 

Country 

Other 

Colorado 

County Total 

Adams 102 57 3 0 109 1 8 20 7 307 

Arapahoe 5 97 2 0 52 2 9 20 7 194 

Boulder 6 4 412 5 40 1 13 100 34 615 

Broomfield 1 2 1 17 4 0 0 1 4 30 

Denver 140 342 24 11 1726 25 213 653 213 3347 

Douglas 0 1 0 0 0 7 2 2 2 14 

Jefferson 12 25 1 1 70 2 205 36 10 362 

Other State or Country 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 0 14 

Other Colorado County 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Total 266 528 443 34 2002 38 450 846 277 4884 
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IV.  SURVEY FINDINGS ï YOUTH  

Part IV  presents findings for homeless youth. The first section provides information on youth 

headed households and the second section provides information on unaccompanied single youth.  

Programs providing services to homeless youth consider persons 24 years old and younger as 

youth.   

 

The total number of single unaccompanied youth and youth who are the head of households was 

1,135.  The report is unable to identify the number of children in youth headed households. 

 

Homeless Youth Population 

 
Youth Population Breakdown 

Frequency Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Single Unaccompanied Youth  723 63.7 63.7 63.7 

Youth Head of Family 412 36.3 36.3 100.0 

Total 1135 100.0 100.0  
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A.  Youth Headed Family Households 

 

1.  Age of Youth as Head of  Family Households 

There were a total of 412 youth headed households counted as homeless between the ages of 16 

and 24. 

 
Youth Headed Family Households 

 
 

Actual Age Frequency Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

16 1 .2 .2 .2 

17 12 2.9 2.9 3.2 

18 17 4.1 4.1 7.3 

19 40 9.7 9.7 17.0 

20 57 13.8 13.8 30.8 

21 66 16.0 16.0 46.8 

22 75 18.2 18.2 65.0 

23 69 16.7 16.7 81.8 

24 75 18.2 18.2 100.0 

Total 412 100.0 100.0  

 

2.  Family Type  

Just over 80% of youth headed households were single parent families. 

 

Youth Family Household Type 

 
Family Household Type 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Single Parent with Children 330 80.1 80.1 80.1 

Two Parents with Children 66 16.0 16.0 96.1 

Other Family Type 2 .5 .5 96.6 

Couples without Children 14 3.4 3.4 100.0 

Total 412 100.0 100.0  
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3.  Gender Youth Headed Households 

Youth headed households were primarily headed by females. 

 

Gender Youth Headed Households 

 
 

Gender Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Female 374 90.8 90.8 90.8 

Male 38 9.2 9.2 100.0 

Total 412 100.0 100.0  

4.  Race and Ethnicity Youth Headed Households 

The following table identifies the racial composition of youth headed households, with just over 

63% of households being white. 

a.  Race 

Race ï Youth Headed Households 

 
Race 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

White 258 62.6 63.1 63.1 

Black or African American 123 29.9 30.1 93.2 

American Indian or Alaska Native 16 3.9 3.9 97.1 

Multi-Racial 8 1.9 2.0 99.0 

Asian 3 .7 .7 99.8 

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific 

Islander 
1 .2 .2 100.0 

Total 409 99.3 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 3 .7   

Total 412 100.0   

 

Hispanics comprised 38% of youth households.  

b.  Ethnicity 

Hispanic ï Youth Households 

 
Ethnicity 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Not Hispanic 249 60.4 61.6 61.6 

Hispanic 155 37.6 38.4 100.0 

Total 404 98.1 100.0  

Missing No Response 
8 1.9   

Total 412 100.0   
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5.  Where Last Night Youth Headed Households 

A significant percentage (40.8%) of youth headed households were residing in transitional 

housing programs.   

 

Where Last Night Youth Headed Households 

 
 

Location Last Night Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Transitional Housing 168 40.8 40.8 40.8 

Staying with Family or Friends 108 26.2 26.2 67.0 

Emergency Shelter 66 16.0 16.0 83.0 

Hotel or Motel 49 11.9 11.9 94.9 

Outside Anywhere 18 4.4 4.4 99.3 

Other 2 .5 .5 99.8 

Treatment Facility (hospital, 

substance abuse, psychiatric) 
1 .2 .2 100.0 

Total 412 100.0 100.0  

 

6.  Total Number of Times Homeless  -Youth Headed Households (including this time) 

Almost 60% of youth households reported that this was their first episode of homelessness. 

 

Times Homeless Youth Households 

 
Periods of 

Homelessness Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

1 Time 245 59.5 59.5 59.5 

2 Times 83 20.1 20.1 79.6 

3 Times 33 8.0 8.0 87.6 

4 Times 18 4.4 4.4 92.0 

5 to 7 Times 17 4.1 4.1 96.1 

8 to 10 Times 5 1.2 1.2 97.3 

11 or More Times 4 1.0 1.0 98.3 

Don't Know 7 1.7 1.7 100.0 

Total 412 100.0 100.0  
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7.  How Long Homeless This Time Youth Headed Households 

Over half of youth headed households reported being homeless for three months or less. 

 

Length of Homelessness Youth Headed Households 

 
Length of Homelessness 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Less than 1 month 106 25.7 25.8 25.8 

1 to 3 months 118 28.6 28.7 54.5 

4 to 6 months 67 16.3 16.3 70.8 

7 to 11 months 45 10.9 10.9 81.8 

12 months to 2 years 62 15.0 15.1 96.8 

3 to 5 years 7 1.7 1.7 98.5 

6 to 10 years 1 .2 .2 98.8 

Don't Know 3 .7 .7 99.5 

Refused 2 .5 .5 100.0 

Total 411 99.8 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 1 .2   

Total 412 100.0   

 

8.  Reasons or Contributing Factors to Homeless Situation ï Youth Households 

Over half of the youth headed households reported that a contributing factor to their homeless 

situation was the result of family problems or being asked to leave, with an additional 6% 

indicating that domestic violence was a contributing factor.  The following table below identifies 

reasons or contributing factors to homelessness for youth headed households.  Respondents 

could choose multiple contributing factors.  A total of 94.4% or 389 persons out of 412 persons 

indicated a total of 698 contributing factors to their homeless situation.  

 

The ñPercentò column in the table below identifies the percent of responses across the total 

number of contributing factors (698) identified by the 389 persons (N divided by 698).  The 

ñPercent of Casesò column in the table below identifies the percent of contributing factors by the 

total number of persons who responded to the question (N divided by 389). 
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Contributing Factors to Homelessness - Youth Households 

 
Contributing Factors 

Responses 

N Percent 

Percent of 

Cases 

Unable to Pay Rent/Mortgage 164 23.5% 42.2% 

Family Problems 137 19.6% 35.2% 

Lost Job 113 16.2% 29.0% 

Asked to Leave 68 9.7% 17.5% 

Domestic Violence 44 6.3% 11.3% 

Utilities 28 4.0% 7.2% 

Alcohol/Substance Abuse 23 3.3% 5.9% 

Bad Credit 21 3.0% 5.4% 

Illness 21 3.0% 5.4% 

Problems with Public Benefits 20 2.9% 5.1% 

Moved to Work 18 2.6% 4.6% 

Legal 8 1.1% 2.1% 

Medical Expenses 6 .9% 1.5% 

Child Care Expenses 5 .7% 1.3% 

Discharge from Jail 5 .7% 1.3% 

Discharge from Foster Care 4 .6% 1.0% 

Discharge from Prison 3 .4% .8% 

Mental Illness 4 .6% 1.0% 

Bed Bugs 3 .4% .8% 

Foreclosure 2 .3% .5% 

Hurricane 1 .1% .3% 

Total 698 100.0% 179.4% 
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9.   Disabling Condition Youth Headed Households 

Approximately 11% of youth who are the head of household reported that they had a disabling 

condition. 

 

Reported Disabling Condition ï Youth Who Are The Head of Household 

 
Do You have a Disabling 

Condition? Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

No 335 81.3 82.3 82.3 

Yes 44 10.7 10.8 93.1 

Don't Know 28 6.8 6.9 100.0 

Total 407 98.8 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
5 1.2   

Total 412 100.0   

 

10.   Types of Disabling Conditions Youth Headed Households ï Multiple Response 

Only 14% or 58 youth headed households out of 412 identified a specific type of disabling 

condition.  Mental illness was identified as a type of disability for 53% of those youth who 

identified a disability type; 48% of responses indicated that substance abuse was an issue. 

 

 

Disability Types Youth Headed Households 

 
 
 

Disability Types 

Responses 

N Percent 

Percent of 

Cases 

Mental Illness  31 38.3% 53.4% 

Physical Disability 6 7.4% 10.3% 

Developmental Disability 7 8.6% 12.1% 

Substance Abuse 28 34.6% 48.3% 

Co-Occurring Disorders 9 11.1% 15.5% 

Total 81 100.0% 139.7% 
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B.  Single Homeless Youth On Their Own 

The tables on the following pages are based on information for unaccompanied and single 

homeless youth on their own.   

 

1.  Age of Single Homeless Youth 

 

 

There were a total of 723 single 

homeless youth on their own 

identified in the study.  The average 

age of a homeless youth was 21 and 

the median age was 20.  Youth 18 

years old and younger totaled to 

17%.  The highest percentage 

(18%) was age 19.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Age of Homeless Youth 

 
Age 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

14 2 .3 .3 .3 

15 7 1.0 1.0 1.2 

16 11 1.5 1.5 2.8 

17 27 3.7 3.7 6.5 

18 76 10.5 10.5 17.0 

19 131 18.1 18.1 35.1 

20 117 16.2 16.2 51.3 

21 107 14.8 14.8 66.1 

22 87 12.0 12.0 78.1 

23 84 11.6 11.6 89.8 

24 74 10.2 10.2 100.0 

Total 723 100.0 100.0  
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2.  Gender Single Homeless Youth  

Males (55.5%) comprised slightly more than females (44.5%) of the homeless youth population.   

 

Gender Homeless Youth 

 
 

Gender Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Male 401 55.5 55.5 55.5 

Female 322 44.5 44.5 100.0 

Total 723 100.0 100.0  
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3.  Race and Ethnicity Single Homeless Youth  

 a.  Race 

 

Persons who are white comprised almost 60% of the youth population.  However, a surprising 

13.5% of American Indian or Alaska Native populations comprised the homeless youth 

population.  Given that Native Americans only represent 1.3% of the general Denver 

metropolitan population, this is a significant finding.  Males comprised 68% of youth Native 

Americans. 

 

Race ï Homeless Youth 

 
 

Race Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

White 409 56.6 58.6 58.6 

Black or African American 164 22.7 23.5 82.1 

American Indian or Alaska Native 94 13.0 13.5 95.6 

Other Multi-Racial 17 2.4 2.4 98.0 

Asian 10 1.4 1.4 99.4 

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 4 .6 .6 100.0 

Total 698 96.5 100.0  

Missing  - No Response 25 3.5   

Total 723 100.0   

 

  b.  Ethnicity 

Hispanic youth comprised just over 30% of the homeless youth population. 

Hispanic Youth 

 
Ethnicity 

Frequency Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Not Hispanic 502 69.4 69.6 69.6 

Hispanic 219 30.3 30.4 100.0 

Total 721 99.7 100.0  

Missing No Response 
2 .3   

Total 723 100.0   
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4.  Where Last Night Single Homeless Youth  

 

A number of homeless youth (25.7%) reported spending last night on the streets or other places 

not fit for human habitation.  A significant percentage (28%) of homeless youth were residing in 

transitional housing programs.  

 
Where Homeless Youth Spent Last Night 

 
Location 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Transitional Housing 203 28.1 28.1 28.1 

Outside Anywhere 186 25.7 25.7 53.8 

Emergency Shelter 177 24.5 24.5 78.3 

Staying with Family or Friends 62 8.6 8.6 86.9 

Hotel or Motel 44 6.1 6.1 92.9 

Jail, Prison or Juvenile Detention 30 4.1 4.1 97.1 

Treatment Facility (hospital, 

substance abuse, psychiatric) 
11 1.5 1.5 98.6 

Other 6 .8 .8 99.4 

Housing Unit You Rent or Own 4 .6 .6 100.0 

Total 723 100.0 100.0  
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Single unaccompanied youth who were sleeping outside or other places not fit for human 

habitation were counted as spending the night ñOutside Anywhereò.  The following responses 

were combined into the ñOutside Anywhereò category. 

 
Responses Combined Under (Outside Anywhere) Total Persons 

Counted 
Cumulative 

Total 

On the Street/Under a Bridge, etc. 50 50 

Outside Anywhere 92 142 

Camping 11 153 

Car or Other Vehicle  9 162 

Abandoned Building 11 173 

Bus 9 182 

Transportation Site or Station 4 186 

Total Persons Combined Under Category ï Outside Anywhere 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



85 

 

5.  Total Number of Times Homeless ï Homeless Youth (including this time) 

The following table outlines the total number of times homeless youth reported experiencing 

homelessness.   

 

Times Homeless  

 
Periods of 

Homelessness Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

1 Time 311 43.0 43.0 43.0 

2 Times 129 17.8 17.8 60.9 

3 Times 66 9.1 9.1 70.0 

4 Times 34 4.7 4.7 74.7 

5 to 7 Times 92 12.7 12.7 87.4 

8 to 10 Times 35 4.8 4.8 92.3 

11 or More Times 38 5.3 5.3 97.5 

Don't Know 18 2.5 2.5 100.0 

Total 723 100.0 100.0  
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6.  How Long Homeless This Time ï Homeless Youth 

(Does not include persons in transitional housing) 

The following table outlines how long homeless youth reported being homeless this episode. 

 

Length of Homelessness 

 
How Long Homeless 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Less than 1 month 197 37.9 38.0 38.0 

1 to 3 months 117 22.5 22.5 60.5 

4 to 6 months 62 11.9 11.9 72.4 

7 to 11 months 51 9.8 9.8 82.3 

12 months to 2 years 57 11.0 11.0 93.3 

3 to 5 years 23 4.4 4.4 97.7 

6 to 10 years 5 1.0 1.0 98.7 

Don't Know 5 1.0 1.0 99.6 

Refused 2 .4 .4 100.0 

Total 519 99.8 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 1 .2   

Total 520 100.0   
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7.   Reasons or Contributing Factors to Homeless Situation ï Youth Households 

Over half of the youth headed households reported that a contributing factor to their homeless 

situation was the result of family problems or being asked to leave, with an additional 15% 

indicating that domestic violence was a contributing factor.  Providers who work with this 

population report that homeless youth often flee home as a result of physical, sexual, or 

emotional abuse.  Youth frequently report that parental substance abuse or mental health issues 

often contribute to their decision to leave home.  Sexual orientation and parenting status (teen 

parents) are also key factors in youth homelessness.  A total of 83.3% or 602 youth out of 723 

youth indicated a total of 1400 contributing factors to their homeless situation.  

 

The ñPercentò column in the table below identifies the percent of responses across the total 

number of contributing factors (1400) identified by the 602 persons (N divided by 1400).  The 

ñPercent of Casesò column in the table below identifies the percent of contributing factors by the 

total number of persons who responded to the question (N divided by 602). 

 
Contributing Factors to Homelessness - Youth 

 
Contributing Factors 

Responses 

N Percent 

Percent of 

Cases 

Family Problems 203 14.5% 33.7% 

Rent Mortgage 148 10.6% 24.6% 

Asked to Leave 143 10.2% 23.8% 

Lost Job 142 10.1% 23.6% 

Alcohol/Substance Abuse 139 9.9% 23.1% 

Domestic Violence 91 6.5% 15.1% 

Mental Illness 71 5.1% 11.8% 

Discharge from Jail 68 4.9% 11.3% 

Discharge from Foster Care 64 4.6% 10.6% 

Legal 60 4.3% 10.0% 

Illness 56 4.0% 9.3% 

Moved to Work 53 3.8% 8.8% 

Utilities 44 3.1% 7.3% 

Bad Credit 36 2.6% 6.0% 

Problems with Public Benefits 23 1.6% 3.8% 

Medical Expenses 21 1.5% 3.5% 

Discharge from Prison 21 1.5% 3.5% 

Sexual Orientation 13 .9% 2.2% 

Unable to Obtain ID 2 .1% .3% 
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Death in Family 1 .1% .2% 

Refugee 1 .1% .2% 

Total 1400 100.0% 232.6% 

 

 

8.  Chronically Homeless Youth  

Thirty (30) homeless youth met the chronically homeless definition.  To meet the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Developmentôs chronic definition the following criteria must 

be met: 

1. Must be a single individual; 

2. Must have a disabling condition; 

3. Must have been homeless for a year or more and/or has experienced four episodes of 

homelessness within the last three years; and 

4. Must have spent the previous evening on the streets or in an emergency shelter. 

 

Chronically Homeless ï Unaccompanied Youth 

 
Chronic Homeless Youth Count 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Chronically Homeless Youth 30 4.1 100.0 100.0 

Not Chronically Homeless 693 95.9   

Total 723 100.0   

 

 

9.  County Last Night  

The following table shows what county homeless youth reported spending the night of January 

26, 2009. 

 

County Last Night ï Homeless Youth 

 
County Last Night 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Denver 487 67.4 67.4 67.4 

Jefferson 67 9.3 9.3 76.6 

Boulder 61 8.4 8.4 85.1 

Arapahoe 45 6.2 6.2 91.3 

Adams 38 5.3 5.3 96.5 

Other State or Country 13 1.8 1.8 98.3 

Broomfield 11 1.5 1.5 99.9 

Douglas 1 .1 .1 100.0 

Total 723 100.0 100.0  
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10.  Last County of Permanent Residence - Youth 

The following table outlines the county that homeless youth reported as their last permanent 

address.  Counties outside of the Denver metropolitan area were combined into ñOther Colorado 

Countyò and other states or countries were combined into ñOther State or Countryò. 

Last Permanent County ï Homeless Youth 

 
Last Permanent County 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Denver 249 34.4 40.8 40.8 

Jefferson 80 11.1 13.1 53.9 

Arapahoe 76 10.5 12.5 66.4 

Other State or Country 71 9.8 11.6 78.0 

Boulder 49 6.8 8.0 86.1 

Adams 40 5.5 6.6 92.6 

Other Colorado County 32 4.4 5.2 97.9 

Broomfield 8 1.1 1.3 99.2 

Douglas 5 .7 .8 100.0 

Total 610 84.4 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 113 15.6   

Total 723 100.0   
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11.   Last County of Permanent Residence and County Spent Last Night 

The following table is a cross tabulation of the county where youth participants spent the night of 

January 26, 2009 and county of last permanent residence.   

 

Last Permanent County by County Last Night 

 County Last Night 

 
 

Last Permanent County 

Adams Arapahoe Boulder Broomfield Denver Douglas Jefferson 

Other 

State or 

Country Total 

Adams 11 3 1 1 23 0 1 0 40 

Arapahoe 8 11 0 2 50 0 5 0 76 

Boulder 0 1 46 0 2 0 0 0 49 

Broomfield 0 0 0 6 2 0 0 0 8 

Denver 16 20 1 0 194 0 18 0 249 

Douglas 0 0 1 0 3 1 0 0 5 

Jefferson 1 6 1 0 34 0 38 0 80 

Other State or Country 1 3 6 0 45 0 3 13 71 

Other Colorado County 1 1 4 2 23 0 1 0 32 

Total 38 45 60 11 376 1 66 13 610 
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V. SURVEY FINDINGS ï CHRONIC HOMELESSNESS 

Part V focuses on persons who are considered chronically homeless. 

 

A.  TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS CONSIDERED CHRONICALLY HOMELESS  

Significant efforts over the past several years across the country and in the City and County of 

Denver have been devoted to reducing the incidence of chronic homelessness.  Persons who are 

chronically homelessness tend to utilize significant public and private resources, often circulating 

between jail, prison, detox, shelters, and hospitals.  Several housing program dedicated to 

providing permanent housing linked with intensive case management and services to this 

population have been developed over the past couple of years in the Denver metropolitan area.  

 

In order to meet the federal definition of chronically homeless the following criteria must be met: 

 The person must be an unaccompanied individual; 

 The person must have a disabling condition;  

 The person must have been either continuously homeless for a year or more OR has 

experienced at least four episodes of homelessness in the past three years. 

 The person must be either living in an emergency shelter or sleeping in a place not meant for 

human habitation. 

 

Future Considerations 

On May 20, 2009, a new law was signed by President Obama that expands the definition of 

chronic homelessness.  The change allows for the inclusion of families with children and ignores 

brief stays in institutional care. 

 

1. Total Number of Persons Considered Chronically Homeless 

The total count of persons who were chronically homeless in the seven-county Denver 

metropolitan area on January 27, 2009 was 497.  The chronic homeless population comprised 

4.5% of the total homeless population and 8.4% of the single individual population. 

 

Chronically Homeless Compared to Total Homeless Population 

 
Count of Persons Chronically Homeless 

Compared to All Persons Counted Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Chronically Homeless Individuals 497 4.5 100.0 100.0 

All Other Persons Counted 10564 95.5   

Total 11061 100.0   

Chronically Homeless Compared to Single Individuals 

 
Count of Persons Chronically Homeless 

Compared to Single Individuals Only Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Chronically Homeless Individuals 497 8.4 100.0 100.0 

Other Homeless Individuals ï Not 

Chronic 
5419 91.6 

  

Total 5916 100.0   
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Note:  There were a total of 1,088 single individuals who did not indicate that they were 

disabled, but did report a type of condition (problems with alcohol or drugs, psychiatric or 

emotional problems,).  A total of 342 additional single individuals would have met the 

chronic homeless definition, if those persons were considered disabled. 

 

 

 

 

B. GENDER & CHRONIC HOMELESSNESS 

Males comprised 75% of the chronic homeless population.   

 

 

Gender Breakdown for Persons Who Are Chronically Homeless 

 
Gender 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Male 374 75.3 75.7 75.7 

Female 120 24.1 24.3 100.0 

Total 494 99.4 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
3 .6   

Total 497 100.0   
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C.  AGE & CHRONIC HOMELESSNESS  

The average age of a person who is chronically homeless is 45.69 and the median age is 47. 

  

 

Age Groups ï Chronic Homelessness 

 
Age Groups 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

18-24 years 30 6.0 6.3 6.3 

25-34 years 40 8.0 8.4 14.6 

35-44 years 110 22.1 23.0 37.6 

45-54 years 215 43.3 44.9 82.5 

55-64 years 77 15.5 16.1 98.5 

65-74 years 4 .8 .8 99.4 

75 and Older 3 .6 .6 100.0 

Total 479 96.4 100.0  

Missing  - No Response 18 3.6   

Total 497 100.0   
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D.  GENDER & AGE FOR CHRONIC ICALLY HOMELESS  PERSONS 

 

The following table compares the age and gender for persons meeting the chronically homeless 

definition.  A total of 476 persons (96%) out of 497 persons responded to both the age and 

gender question.   

Age Groups by Gender ï Chronic Population 

 
Age Groups 

Count of 
Persons Gender 

% of Gender 
within Age 

Group Female Male Total 

18-24 years Count 13 17 30 

% within Age 43.3% 56.7% 100.0% 

25-34 years Count 14 26 40 

% within Age 35.0% 65.0% 100.0% 

35-44 years Count 25 83 108 

% within Age 23.1% 76.9% 100.0% 

45-54 years Count 39 175 214 

% within Age 18.2% 81.8% 100.0% 

55-64 years Count 19 58 77 

% within Age 24.7% 75.3% 100.0% 

65-74 years Count 1 3 4 

% within Age 25.0% 75.0% 100.0% 

75 and Older Count 3 0 3 

% within Age 100.0% .0% 100.0% 

Total Count 114 362 476 

% within Age 23.9% 76.1% 100.0% 
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E.  WHERE CHRONICICALLY HOMELESS PERSONS SPENT THE NIGHT 

 

1. Where Chronically Homeless Spent Last Night - Detail 

The following table identifies where persons who are chronically homeless spent the night. 

 

Where Respondent Spent Last Night 

 
Location 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Emergency Shelter 224 45.1 45.1 45.1 

On the Street/Under a 

Bridge/etc 
104 20.9 20.9 66.0 

Outside Anywhere 78 15.7 15.7 81.7 

Camping 37 7.4 7.4 89.1 

Car or Other Vehicle 22 4.4 4.4 93.6 

Abandoned Building 17 3.4 3.4 97.0 

Bus 12 2.4 2.4 99.4 

Transportation Site or Station 3 .6 .6 100.0 

Total 497 100.0 100.0  

 

F.  VETERAN STATUS AND CHRONIC H OMELESSNESS 

A total of 89(18%) of chronically homeless individuals were also veterans. 
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G.  DISABLING CONDITION ï CHRONIC HOMELESSNESS 

The following table identifies the types of disabling conditions reported by persons who are 

chronically homeless.  A total of 479 (96.4%) out of 497 chronically homeless persons identified 

at least one disabling condition.  The ñPercentò column in the table below identifies the percent 

of responses across the total number of types of disabling conditions (1,166) identified by 479 

persons (N divided by 1,166).  The ñPercent of Casesò column in the table below identifies the 

percent of types of disabling conditions by the total number of persons who responded to the 

question (N divided by 479). 

Disability Types ï Chronic Homeless Persons 

 
Disability Type 

Responses 

N Percent 

Percent of 

Cases 

Mental Illness 389 33.4% 81.2% 

Substance Abuse 282 24.2% 58.9% 

Co-Occurring Disorders 230 19.7% 48.0% 

Physical Disability 194 16.6% 40.5% 

Developmental Disability 63 5.4% 13.2% 

HIV/Aids 8 .7% 1.7% 

Total 1166 100.0% 243.4% 

 

H.   EPISODES OF HOMELESSNESS IN PAST THREE YEARS - CHRONIC  

In order to be considered chronically homeless, persons must have either been continuously 

homeless for a year or more or have experienced at least four episodes of homelessness within 

the past three years.  In order to more easily calculate chronic homelessness, study participants 

are asked how many times they have been homeless in the past three years.  The following table 

outlines the number times in the past three years that chronically homeless persons experienced 

homelessness. 

Times Homeless Past Three Years ï Chronic Population 

 
Episodes 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

1 Time 182 36.6 36.6 36.6 

2 Times 58 11.7 11.7 48.3 

3 Times 58 11.7 11.7 60.0 

4 Times 21 4.2 4.2 64.2 

5 to 7 Times 46 9.3 9.3 73.4 

8 to 10 Times 15 3.0 3.0 76.5 

11 or More Times 73 14.7 14.7 91.1 

Don't Know 44 8.9 8.9 100.0 

Total 497 100.0 100.0  
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I.  LENGTH OF HOMELESSNESS (THIS EPISODE) - CHRONIC  

The following table outlines the length of homelessness for this episode for persons identified as 

chronically homeless. 

 

Length of Homelessness ï Chronic Population 

 
Length of Time 

Homeless Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Less than 1 month 15 3.0 3.0 3.0 

1 to 3 months 12 2.4 2.4 5.4 

4 to 6 months 18 3.6 3.6 9.1 

7 to 11 months 6 1.2 1.2 10.3 

12 months to 2 years 167 33.6 33.6 43.9 

3 to 5 years 131 26.4 26.4 70.2 

6 to 10 years 66 13.3 13.3 83.5 

More than 10 years 80 16.1 16.1 99.6 

Don't Know 1 .2 .2 99.8 

Refused 1 .2 .2 100.0 

Total 497 100.0 100.0  
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J.  LENGTH & FREQUENCY OF HOMELESSNESS ï CHRONICALLY HOMELESS  

The following is a comparison between length of homelessness and number of times homeless in 

the past three years for chronically homeless persons. 

 

Length of Homelessness by Times Homeless in Past Three Years - Chronic 

 Times Homeless within Past 3 Years 

 
Length of 

Homelessness 

1 Time 2 Times 3 Times 4 Times 

5 to 7 

Times 

8 to 10 

Times 

11 or 

More 

Times 

Don't 

Know Total 

Less than 1 month 0 0 0 5 7 0 3 0 15 

1 to 3 months 0 0 0 2 3 2 5 0 12 

4 to 6 months 0 0 0 2 8 1 7 0 18 

7 to 11 months 0 0 0 2 2 0 2 0 6 

12 months to 2 

years 
50 30 24 6 7 8 7 35 167 

3 to 5 years 65 14 14 2 14 2 16 4 131 

6 to 10 years 31 7 17 0 4 0 5 2 66 

More than 10 years 36 7 3 1 1 2 27 3 80 

Don't Know 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Refused 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Total 182 58 58 21 46 15 73 44 497 
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H.  REASONS OR CONTRIBUTING FACTORS TO CHRONIC HOMELESS 

SITUATION  

The following table below identifies reasons or contributing factors to homelessness for persons 

who are chronically homeless.  Respondents could choose multiple contributing factors.  A total 

of 92% or 457 persons out of 497 persons indicated a total of 1,361 contributing factors to their 

homeless situation.  The ñPercentò column in the table below identifies the percent of responses 

across the total number of contributing factors (1,361) identified by the 457 persons (N divided 

by 1,361).  The ñPercent of Casesò column in the table below identifies the percent of 

contributing factors by the total number of persons who responded to the question (N divided by 

457). 

 The top three contributing factors to individuals experiencing chronic homelessness was mental 

illness (53%), issues with the substance abuse (51.2%), and the loss of a job (32.62%).   

Contributing Factors to Chronic Homeless Situation 

 
 

Contributing Factors to 
Homeless Situation 

Responses 

N Percent 

Percent of 

Cases 

Mental Illness 242 17.8% 53.0% 

Alcohol/Substance Abuse 234 17.2% 51.2% 

Lost Job 149 10.9% 32.6% 

Unable to Pay Rent/Mortgage 128 9.4% 28.0% 

Family Problems 78 5.7% 17.1% 

Illness 74 5.4% 16.2% 

Legal 60 4.4% 13.1% 

Asked to Leave 54 4.0% 11.8% 

Domestic Violence 54 4.0% 11.8% 

Problems with Public Benefits 50 3.7% 10.9% 

Discharged from Jail 49 3.6% 10.7% 

Medical Expenses 40 2.9% 8.8% 

Bad Credit 36 2.6% 7.9% 

Utilities 35 2.6% 7.7% 

Moved to Work 30 2.2% 6.6% 

Discharged from Prison 27 2.0% 5.9% 

Discharged from Foster Care 6 .4% 1.3% 

Sexual Orientation 6 .4% 1.3% 

Unable to Obtain ID 4 .3% .9% 

Death in Family 3 .2% .7% 

Hurricane 2 .1% .4% 

Total 1361 100.0% 297.8% 
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I.  COUNTY BREAKOUTS  

 

1. County Where Chronic Persons Spent Last Night - Chronic 

The following outlines what county persons who are chronically homeless spent the night. 

County Last Night - Chronic 

 
County Last Night 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Denver 343 69.0 69.0 69.0 

Boulder 96 19.3 19.3 88.3 

Jefferson 21 4.2 4.2 92.6 

Adams 18 3.6 3.6 96.2 

Arapahoe 14 2.8 2.8 99.0 

Douglas 2 .4 .4 99.4 

Other State or Country 2 .4 .4 99.8 

Broomfield 1 .2 .2 100.0 

Total 497 100.0 100.0  
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2. Last Permanent County of Residence - Chronic 

The following table identifies what county was the last permanent residence for chronically 

homeless persons.  A total of 106 persons, who met the chronic definition, did not indicate their 

last permanent address. 

Last Permanent County of Residence - Chronic 

 
Last County of Permanent Residence 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Denver 156 31.4 39.9 39.9 

Other State or Country 75 15.1 19.2 59.1 

Boulder 67 13.5 17.1 76.2 

Arapahoe 31 6.2 7.9 84.1 

Jefferson 26 5.2 6.6 90.8 

Other Colorado County 16 3.2 4.1 94.9 

Adams 15 3.0 3.8 98.7 

Douglas 3 .6 .8 99.5 

Broomfield 2 .4 .5 100.0 

Total 391 78.7 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 106 21.3   

Total 497 100.0   
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3. Last Permanent County of Residence & County Last Night Comparison  

This table compares the last permanent county of residence and what county chronically 

homeless persons were in the previous night. Table is based upon 78.7% or 391 persons out of 

497 persons who indicated what county they were in on the night prior to the survey and the 

county of their last permanent residence. 

 

 

 

Last Permanent County by County Last Night (Chronic) 

 Last Permanent County 

 
 

County Last Night 

Adams Arapahoe Boulder Broomfield Denver Douglas Jefferson 

Other 

State or 

Country 

Other 

Colorado 

County Total 

Adams 7 3 0 0 6 0 2 0 0 18 

Arapahoe 0 9 0 0 1 1 0 3 0 14 

Boulder 0 1 64 0 5 0 2 18 4 94 

Broomfield 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Denver 6 18 3 1 140 1 9 49 12 239 

Douglas 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 2 

Jefferson 2 0 0 0 4 0 13 2 0 21 

Other State or Country 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 

Total 15 31 67 2 156 3 26 75 16 391 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



103 

 

 

VI.  SURVEY FINDINGS ï VETERANS 

Part VI presents information on homeless veterans between the ages of 18 and 86. 

Veterans accounted for 9% of the total homeless population.   

A.  TOTAL COUNT VETERANS  

A total of 986 persons identified themselves as veterans. 

 

Veterans Only 

 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Veteran 986 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

B.  GENDER OF HOMELESS VETERANS 

Homeless veterans were primarily male at 95% of the veteran population. 

 

Gender ï Homeless Veterans 

 
Gender 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Male 932 94.5 94.6 94.6 

Female 53 5.4 5.4 100.0 

Total 985 99.9 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
1 .1   

Total 986 100.0   

 

C.  HOMELESS VETERANS HOUSEHOLD TYPE 

Most veterans were single individuals. 

 

Family Member Type 

 
Household Type 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Single Individual 933 94.6 94.6 94.6 

Head of Family 34 3.4 3.4 98.1 

Family Member 19 1.9 1.9 100.0 

Total 986 100.0 100.0  
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D.  VETERAN AGE GROUPS  

1. Age Groups 

Veterans ranged in age from 20 to 84, with the largest percentage between the ages of 45 and 54.  

The average age of a homeless veteran was 50 and the median age was 51. 

 

Veteran Age Groups 

 
Age Group 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

18-24 years 19 1.9 2.0 2.0 

25-34 years 38 3.9 3.9 5.9 

35-44 years 155 15.7 16.0 21.8 

45-54 years 459 46.6 47.3 69.1 

55-64 years 259 26.3 26.7 95.8 

65-74 years 35 3.5 3.6 99.4 

75 and Older 6 .6 .6 100.0 

Total 971 98.5 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 15 1.5   

Total 986 100.0   
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2. Age Groups and Gender for Homeless Veterans 

The following table is a comparison of age and gender for homeless veterans. 

 

Age Groups by Gender  

Age Group 
Gender 

Female Male Total 

18-24 years 7 12 19 

25-34 years 1 37 38 

35-44 years 11 144 155 

45-54 years 21 438 459 

55-64 years 8 250 258 

65-74 years 3 32 35 

75 and Older 0 6 6 

Total 51 919 970 

 

E.  DISABILITY STATUS  

 

1. DISABLING CONDITION  

 

Almost 50% of homeless veterans reported a disabling condition. 

 

Reported Disabling Condition - Veterans 

 
Do You Have a Disabling 

Condition? Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Yes 482 48.9 49.1 49.1 

No 471 47.8 48.0 97.1 

Refused 16 1.6 1.6 98.8 

Don't Know 12 1.2 1.2 100.0 

Total 981 99.5 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
5 .5   

Total 986 100.0   
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2. TYPES OF DISABLING CONDITIONS  

The following table identifies the types of disabling conditions reported by homeless veterans. A 

total of 639 (64.8.%) out of 986 veterans identified at least one disabling condition.  The 

ñPercentò column in the table below identifies the percent of responses across the total number 

of types of disabling conditions (1,204) identified by 639 persons (N divided by 1,204).  The 

ñPercent of Casesò column in the table below identifies the percent of types of disabling 

conditions by the total number of persons who responded to the question (N divided by 639). 

 

Disability Types ï Homeless Veterans 

 
Disability Types 

Responses 

N Percent 

Percent of 

Cases 

Substance Abuse 372 30.9% 58.2% 

Physical Disability 307 25.5% 48.0% 

Mental Illness 292 24.3% 45.7% 

Co-Occurring Disorder 148 12.3% 23.2% 

Developmental Disability 69 5.7% 10.8% 

HIV/AIDS 16 1.3% 2.5% 

Total 1204 100.0% 188.4% 

 

F.  WHERE HOMELESS VETERANS SPENT LAST NIGHT  

The table below identifies where homeless veterans spent the previous evening. 

 

Where Last Night ï Homeless Veterans 

 
Location Last Night 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Outside Anywhere 225 22.8 22.8 22.8 

Emergency Shelter 361 36.6 36.6 59.4 

Transitional Housing 207 21.0 21.0 80.4 

Hotel or Motel 70 7.1 7.1 87.5 

Staying with Family or 

Friends 
59 6.0 6.0 93.5 

Housing Unit You Rent or 

Own 
5 .5 .5 94.0 

Treatment Facility (hospital, 

substance abuse, 

psychiatric) 

32 3.2 3.2 97.3 
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Jail, Prison or Juvenile 

Detention 
24 2.4 2.4 99.7 

Other 3 .3 .3 100.0 

Total 986 100.0 100.0  

 

Homeless veterans who were sleeping outside or other places not fit for human habitation were 

counted as spending the night ñOutside Anywhereò.  The following responses were combined 

into the ñOutside Anywhereò category. 

 
Responses Combined Under (Outside Anywhere) Total Persons 

Counted 
Cumulative 

Total 

On the Street/Under a Bridge, etc. 81 81 

Outside Anywhere 42 123 

Car or Other Vehicle  35 158 

Camping 31 189 

Abandoned Building 17 206 

Bus 15 221 

Transportation Site or Station 4 225 

Total Persons Combined Under Category ï Outside Anywhere 225 

 

G.  RACE AND ETHNICITY  

1. RACE 

The following table identifies the racial breakdown of homeless veterans. 

 

Race Veterans 

 
 

Race Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

White 589 59.7 61.3 61.3 

Black or African American 295 29.9 30.7 92.0 

American Indian or Alaska Native 62 6.3 6.5 98.4 

Multi-Racial 7 .7 .7 99.2 

Asian 6 .6 .6 99.8 

Native Hawaiian/ Other Pacific Islander 2 .2 .2 100.0 

Total 961 97.5 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 25 2.5   

Total 986 100.0   
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2. ETHNICITY  

Only 13.4% of veterans were Hispanic. 

 

Hispanic Veterans 

 
Ethnicity 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Not Hispanic 843 85.5 86.6 86.6 

Hispanic 130 13.2 13.4 100.0 

Total 973 98.7 100.0  

Missing 
13 1.3   

Total 986 100.0   

 

 

3. Race and Ethnicity 

The following table compares homeless veteran race and ethnicity. 

 

Race & Hispanic Cross Tabulation 

 Hispanic 

 
 

Race 

Not 

Hispanic Hispanic Total 

White 495 94 589 

Black or African American 280 11 291 

Asian 6 0 6 

American Indian or Alaska Native 44 17 61 

Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 

Islander 
2 0 2 

 Multi-Racial 7 0 7 

Total 834 122 956 
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H.  TYPE OF SERVICE ï Served in a war zone 

Almost 74% of veterans identified whether or not they served in a war zone, with 31% of 

respondents indicating that they had served in a war zone. 

 

Served in War Zone 

 
Served in a War Zone 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

No 477 48.4 65.5 65.5 

Yes 228 23.1 31.3 96.8 

Don't Know 13 1.3 1.8 98.6 

Refused 10 1.0 1.4 100.0 

Total 728 73.8 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
258 26.2   

Total 986 100.0   
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I.  BRANCH SERVED OR SERVING 

A total of 75% of veteran respondents indicated in which branch they had served.  The highest 

percentage (52%) served in the Army. 

Service Branch 

 
Branch Served 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Army 382 38.7 51.8 51.8 

Navy 141 14.3 19.1 70.9 

Marines 104 10.5 14.1 85.0 

Air Force 86 8.7 11.7 96.6 

National Reserves 11 1.1 1.5 98.1 

Coast Guard 5 .5 .7 98.8 

Don't Know 4 .4 .5 99.3 

Refused 4 .4 .5 99.9 

Other 1 .1 .1 100.0 

Total 738 74.8 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 
248 25.2   

Total 986 100.0   

J.  ERA SERVED (Multiple Response) 

A total of 77.6% of veteran respondents indicated in which service era or eras they served.   

Vietnam and post-Vietnam are still the primary service era (84%) for homeless veterans 

followed by the Gulf War (20.5%) of respondents.  

 

Service Era 

 Responses 

Service Era 

N Percent 

Percent of 

Cases 

Gulf to Present 157 19.0% 20.5% 

Vietnam  329 39.8% 43.0% 

Post- Vietnam 316 38.2% 41.3% 

WWII to Korean 2 .2% .3% 

Korean Era 8 1.0% 1.0% 

Korean to Vietnam 13 1.6% 1.7% 

WWI  1 .1% .1% 

WWII 1 .1% .1% 

Total 827 100.0% 108.1% 
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K. COUNTY BREAKDO WN FOR HOMELESS VETERANS 

1. County Where Veterans Spent Last Night 

The following table identifies where homeless veterans spent the previous night. 

County Last Night - Veterans 

 
County Last Night Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Denver 784 79.5 79.5 79.5 

Boulder 87 8.8 8.8 88.3 

Jefferson 52 5.3 5.3 93.6 

Arapahoe 29 2.9 2.9 96.6 

Adams 26 2.6 2.6 99.2 

Douglas 4 .4 .4 99.6 

Other Colorado County 2 .2 .2 99.8 

Broomfield 1 .1 .1 99.9 

Other State or Country 1 .1 .1 100.0 

Total 986 100.0 100.0  

 

2. County Where Veterans Spent Last Night and Location Last Night 

The following table identifies the location where homeless veterans spent last night and what 

county they were in last night. 

Where Last Night by County Last Night - Veterans 

 County Last Night 

 
 

Location 

Adams Arapahoe Boulder Broomfield Denver Douglas Jefferson 

Other 

State or 

Country 

Other 

Colorado 

County Total 

Outside Anywhere 11 4 23 0 173 1 13 0 0 225 

Emergency Shelter 4 5 35 1 311 0 5 0 0 361 

Transitional Housing 2 2 15 0 171 1 16 0 0 207 

Hotel or Motel 4 11 4 0 35 1 12 1 2 70 

Staying with Family or Friends 3 5 7 0 40 1 3 0 0 59 

Housing Unit You Rent or Own 0 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 0 5 

Treatment Facility (hospital, 

substance abuse, psychiatric) 
2 1 0 0 29 0 0 0 0 32 

Jail, Prison or Juvenile Detention 0 1 2 0 20 0 1 0 0 24 

Other 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 

Total 26 29 87 1 784 4 52 1 2 986 



112 

 

 

3. Last Permanent County of Residence - Veterans 

 

The table below identifies the county homeless veterans reported as their last permanent 

residence. 

 

 

Last Permanent County - Veterans 

 
Last County of Residence 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Denver 338 34.3 40.6 40.6 

Other State or Country 174 17.6 20.9 61.5 

Arapahoe 93 9.4 11.2 72.6 

Jefferson 67 6.8 8.0 80.7 

Boulder 64 6.5 7.7 88.4 

Other Colorado County 49 5.0 5.9 94.2 

Adams 35 3.5 4.2 98.4 

Douglas 9 .9 1.1 99.5 

Broomfield 4 .4 .5 100.0 

Total 833 84.5 100.0  

Missing ï No Response 153 15.5   

Total 986 100.0   
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4.   Last Permanent County by County Last Night ï Veterans 

The following table identifies the county where veterans spent last night and the county of last 

permanent residence.  Table is based upon 84.5% or 833 persons out of 986 persons who 

indicated what county they were in on the night prior to the survey and the county of their last 

permanent residence. 

 

 

County Last Night by Last Permanent County - Veterans 

County Last Night 

Last Permanent County 

Adams Arapahoe Boulder Broomfield Denver Douglas Jefferson 

Other State 

or Country 

Other 

Colorado 

County Total 

Adams 10 3 0 0 11 0 0 1 1 26 

Arapahoe 0 20 0 0 5 0 0 3 1 29 

Boulder 1 0 57 1 5 0 1 14 6 85 

Broomfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Denver 24 66 6 3 308 7 36 148 36 634 

Douglas 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 3 

Jefferson 0 4 1 0 9 0 30 7 1 52 

Other State or Country 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Other Colorado County 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 

Total 35 93 64 4 338 9 67 174 49 833 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


